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Spring/Summer 2022 

 Rob Allen named Executive Director 

A few staff changes occurred at the beginning of 2022. 

Due to the retirement of Mary Barrick, CCB Executive 

Director for seven years, the position needed to be 

filled. There were several candidates that vied for the 

role of Director but ultimately Rob Allen of Ayrshire 

was selected. Rob is familiar with the Palo Alto County 

Conservation as he has served the last seven years in 

the role of Operations Supervisor. Rob was previously 

the Wildlife Technician for the Hardin County 

Conservation Board where he gained experience with 

invasive species removal and native plant 

regeneration projects. He graduated from Iowa State 

University where he earned his BA in forestry. As an 

avid hunter and fisherman, he appreciates living in 

this part of the state where he can enjoy the great 

lakes and marshes the county has to offer.  Rob is 

married to wife Kelly and has two daughters. 

 

Blake Jesse moves up to Operations Supervisor 

Starting with PAC Conservation in April 2019, Blake 

has worked as a Park Ranger for almost three years. He 

now takes the reigns as Operations Supervisor 

overseeing the county’s day-to-day needs in Huston 

Park as well as all of the wildlife areas.  Blake was 

educated at Newell-Fonda Community School, Iowa 

Lakes Community College, and graduated from Iowa 

State University where he studied animal ecology with 

an emphasis in fisheries.  He gained an appreciation for 

the environment growing up on an acreage and spent 

most of his time outside.  Blake enjoys hunting, fishing, 

and being out in nature.  

 

Luke Larson hired as Park Ranger 
The newest person on our staff is Luke Larson.  He was 
hired in January 2022 as Park Ranger. Luke graduated 
from Algona High School, then attended Iowa Lakes 

Community College to receive his AA in Environmental 
Studies. He completed his B.S. in Natural Resources – 
Law Enforcement at South Dakota State University.  His 

hobbies include hunting (an ardent waterfowler) and 
fishing. He will be a great asset to Palo Alto County 

Conservation.  
 

Mary Barrick Retired 
Mary was with the Conservation Board for 21 years. 
The first 14 years she was the administrative assistant 
and for the past 7 years she held the position of 

Executive Director.  
Her accomplishments during that time are too 
numerous to name here but they include both land 

acquisitions and accepting land donations to add to the 
county’s system. Mary was gifted with the skill of grant 
writing which funded projects such as wetland 
restoration, improving fish habitat in county ponds, 
trail work and campground renovation. These grants 
also supported a new clubhouse at Sportsman 
Recreation Area, playground equipment in Huston 
park, and updates to the Lost Island Nature Center.  

We wish Mary all the best in her retirement! 

Staff Changes 

L to R: Blake Jesse, Luke Larson, Rob Allen 
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Work Updates 

From the Director’s Desk—Rob Allen 

Spring is coming and  I look forward to 
the sound of waterfowl returning, 
turkeys calling to one another, trees 
budding, and open-water fishing.  

Spring  also marks the calendar for 
prescribed burns, campground prep-

work for camping season, and planting food plots. The 
warmer weather means more wildlife, longer days, and 
a breath of fresh air after a long winter. 

 
Projects Completed 
Basswood Recreation Area is a 69-acre wooded area.  

This area is one of the county’s most often used wildlife 
areas. Amenities include new restrooms, a boat ramp, 
shelter houses, hiking trails, and rock riffles.  Many 
people use Basswood Recreation Area for fishing the 

Des Moines River, hunting, hiking the mowed trails, 
picnicking, birdwatching, and kayaking.   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The county conservation constructed a 125-foot-long 
hiking bridge on the north side of Basswood Park and it 
is a sight to see. This bridge was constructed over a low 

portion of the trail which is frequently wet or flooded. 
The new bridge will allow the public to access the entire 
trail system even in wet conditions. 
 
Two miles south of Basswood Recreation Area is 
Watson Heritage Wildlife Area.  This last summer staff 

completed a rock kayak access into the Des Moines 

River.  With this addition, kayakers may take 
advantage of a 1.92-mile float from Basswood 
Recreation Area to Watson Heritage. The trip is 
estimated to take roughly 3 hours to float between 
the two parks.  Watson’s also provides 2.15 miles of 

mowed hiking trails that are available for public use.  
The trails consist of prairie, timber and the river, 
making it a diverse area with a variety of wildlife to 
observe.  This area also has multiple oak plantings 
throughout. Brush and undesirable trees were 

removed to allow the oaks to thrive. 
 

Huston Park has seen many improvements this last 
year.  The playground at the north shelter house 
received several additions to it, including a skyport
(pictured below). 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The drought conditions that all of us encountered this 
past summer allowed us to extend our boat ramp 

sixteen feet.  Eight concrete slabs were lowered into 
place with a barge crane, while the conservation 
employees guided them into place. This allows 
boaters access to Lost Island Lake during  years of 
low water levels. The boat ramp extension wouldn’t 
have been possible without Lost Island Protective 
Association.   

Don Larson and Blake Jesse work on new bridge 
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The wooden beach dock was replaced by a new 
aluminum roll-in dock. We plan to place the dock into 
the water in early summer.   

 

Prescribed Burn Season 
Last spring Palo Alto County Conservation staff burned 

over 900 acres of prairies.  Prescribed burns are 
necessary to ensure diversity in our prairies.  The 

areas which were burned were Sportsman’s, Telford 
Prairie, Little Bluestem, Brushy Bayou, Mulroney’s, 
Hauchsen, Burns Prairie, River View, and Prairie Gold.  

Burning these areas will reduce cool season grasses 

such as brome and reed canary.  This promotes warm 
season grasses which are native to the state of Iowa. 
These include big blue stem, Indian grass, and switch 

grass along with all our forbs/flower species.    
 

New Board Members 
The Palo Alto County Conservation Board has 
appointed two new members to the Foundation Board 
during the last several months. Audrey Peton will 

represent Graettinger. The second member to be  
appointed is Heidi Knapp. Her family lives near West 
Bend. The newest members of the Foundation Board 
replace Shana Herke and Jay Bargman.   

 
We would like to welcome Kyle Auten to the County 
Conservation Board.  Kyle joined the board in January. 

He is excited to work with other board members 
including Tim Murphy of Ruthven and Ron Brown of 
West Bend, who both joined in late 2021. The County 
Conservation Board appreciates all the work of the 
members who recently stepped down: Mike Reynolds, 
Tony Streit, and Karen Spies. 

     Continued - Work Updates                                        Upcoming Events 

MARCH 

26th Shed Hunting                                            1:00 pm 

Come out and learn about what it takes to find deer 

sheds.  No permit or license needed.  This event will be 

indoors and outdoors.   

 

MAY 

7th Wings and Wetlands                   1:00-4:00 pm 

Ages 6 and up.  Join Ducks Unlimited for a day of  

hands-on activities learning about wildlife around the 

wetlands.   

 

8th Iowa Young Birders Hike              7:30 am 

This event is geared towards kids 18 and under but 

adults are welcome to attend!  We will take to the 

trails to see what birds are visiting during the spring 

migration.  Binoculars will be available. Kids will need 

to register on the Iowa Young Birders website.  

            https://www.iowayoungbirders.org 

 

28th CLUE Geocaching                              1:00 pm 

Teams of 2-6 can come out to solve a murder mystery 

by using GPS units to find the clues.  Units will be pro-

vided; detective skills must be brought!  The ultimate 

whodunit game but with a nature twist.  

 

JUNE 

7th Little Explorers                              10:00-11:00 am 

For kids ages 3-5.  Bring your little nature lover out to 

the center for a hands-on lesson on a nature topic!   

 

11th Kids’ Fishing Derby                             9:00 am 

Ages 15 and under.  Registration begins at 9:00 am at 

the Nature Center.  Kids will go out to a secret spot of 

their choice on the lake and must return to the center 

at 10:30 am with their catch.  Prizes will be given for 

biggest fish! 

 

                         UPCOMING EVENTS continued on page 5                                                          

PACC staff assist in placement of concrete slabs 

All programs require pre-registration by calling  

712-837-4866.  Unless noted, all programs take 

place at the Lost Island Nature Center.     
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NATURALIST’S PROGRAM NEWS 

It has been another busy fall/winter season for  

education and recreation in Palo Alto County.  School 

programs took off in September with the naturalist vis-

iting all five schools in the county and all grade levels.   

Public libraries and daycares have also had great in-

volvement in programming this season.  Reaching kids 

at an early age and continuing education as they grow is 

a vital part of raising a generation that will do their part 

for conservation efforts.  Palo Alto County has amazing 

educators that see the importance of bringing nature 

into their classrooms!  

The Junior Naturalist program also began this fall.  This 

is a program for kids in 4th, 5th, and 6th grades.  We meet 

once a month from October until May.  There are a vari-

ety of activities that the kids participate in such as 

snowshoeing, ice fishing, and the Pheasants Forever 

Youth Hunt.  Not only does this program teach the kids 

skills of activities they may not participate in on a regu-

lar basis but it allows them to form friendships, learn 

team building, and spend time in nature. 

While we reach many kids during the colder months, 

we also like to focus on providing family and adult pro-

grams.  One of our most popular family events is our 

annual Halloween Hike.  Around 200 visitors took to 

the trails to meet some of Iowa’s misunderstood ani-

mals and learn more about them.  

  

“Misunderstood” mosquito at the Halloween Hike 

 

In January, we partnered with Kossuth and Emmet 

counties to host an Outdoor Women’s Day.  The ladies 

were able to ice fish, cross country ski, snow shoe, hike, 

and listen to guest speaker Erika Billerbeck, author of 

Wildland Sentinel, share her experiences as a Conserva-

tion Officer in Iowa.  Some of our other public events 

that have occurred over the season include monarch 

tagging, ice skating, ice fishing, and a chili cook-off, just 

to name a few!   

As we start to experience the warmth of summer, keep 

an eye out for some great fun in the sun programs!  We 

will be offering summer camps, hikes, fun on the water, 

and much more!     

 

Preschool class learning about bats 

Outdoor Women’s Day 
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     More Upcoming Events 

JUNE continued 

 

21st Summer Solstice Stargazing                     9:00 pm 

Come out after dark to bring in the start of summer 

with a night under the stars. We will bring out the  

telescope and view the celestial bodies in the sky. 

 

23rd Kayaking at Lost Island Lake                  5:00 pm 

Meet at the Nature Center. Bring your own kayak or 

use one of ours! 

 

24th Paddleboarding at Lost Island Lake     5:00 pm 

Meet at the Lost Island Beach. For all skill levels! 

 

JULY 

5th Little Explorers                                10:00-11:00 am 

For kids ages 3-5. Bring your little nature lover out to 

the center for a hands-on lesson on a nature topic! 

 

7th Kayaking at Silver Lake                              5:00 pm 

Meet at Salton Park.  Bring your own kayak or use one 

of ours! 

 

8th Bike Ride around Lost Island Lake 4:30 pm 

Meet at the Nature Center for a relaxing ride around 

the lake.  We will make frequent stops to check out the 

wildlife.   

 

9th Live Animals!                                            10:00 am 

Meet the animals of the Nature Center for a hands-on 

lesson! 

 

15th Paddleboarding at Lost Island Lake 5:00 pm 

Meet at the Lost Island Beach.  For all skill levels! 

 

JULY continued 

 

21st & 22nd Pioneer Days        10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Summer Camp  

For kids in 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grades.  Come out to learn a 

little history about what Iowa used to be like.  Games, 

crafts, and adventures will take place during this  

two-day camp! 

 

23rd Dipnetting at the marsh           10:00 am 

Marshes are full of life!  Come out to use our nets and 

discover what is living under the water.  Great for all 

ages! 

 

26th & 27th           10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Summer Camp-TBD    

For kids in Kindergarten and 1st grades. More details 

will be available on our website or Facebook page. 

 

28th & 29th           10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Fun in the Sun Summer Camp 

For kids in 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grades.  Come on out to  

spend two days outdoors.  All sorts of games and  

activities will take place! 

 

AUGUST 

6th Nocturnal Hike    9:00 pm 

Learn about the creatures of the night with direct  

experiences.  We will then take to the trails to see if we 

can spot any of the critters in their natural night-time 

habitat.  

 

9th Little Explorers          10:00 am-11:00 am 

For kids ages 3-5.  Bring your little nature lover out to 

the center for a hands-on lesson on a nature topic! 

 

11th Kayaking at Five Island Lake  5:00 pm 

Meet at Soper Park.  Bring your own kayak or use one 

of ours!   

 

More programs may be added throughout the summer 

so keep watching our website and Facebook page!     

All programs require pre-registration by calling  

712-837-4866.  Unless noted, all programs take 

place at the Lost Island Nature Center.     
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Our Supporters 
MEMORIALS 
Helen Augustine 
In Memory of Betty Smittjer and 
Bob Nolan 

Bob & Nancy Cozine 
In Memory of Lois Neary and  
Jim Lashbrook 

Irene Banwart-Goff 
In Memory of  wedding anniversary 
of Annette & Ron Della Crau 

Ray Grandstaff 
In Memory of Pat Sikora 

Renee Jedlicka 
In Memory of Eileen Thiesse 

Jack & Kay Kibbie  
with family & friends 
In Memory of Obed Naig 

Jim & Sharon Neighbors 
In Memory of Larry Rustan 
In Memory of Dr. Robert Cozine 

David & Julie Nelson 
In Memory of Joe Warburton 

Dick & Anne Nelson 
In Memory of Irene Banwart-Goff 

Alan Oppedal 
In Memory of Dale Oppedal 

Ruth Poeppe with family & 
friends 
In Memory of Kenneth Poeppe 

Sara J Porter 
In Memory of Norma J Hansen 

Rose Mary Rustan 
In Memory of Larry Rustan 

Brett & Mary Jo Smith 
In Memory of Doug Rustan 

Robert & Lynn Swan 
In Memory of Roger Kreig 

Stephen & Connie Swan 
In Memory of Cheryl Johnson 

 
 

 Albertson, Emberly 

Bargman, Jay & Julie 

Barrick, Dennis 

Cizek, Steve & Peg-Bobber Down 

Cozine, Bob & Nancy 

Deitering, Jim & Peg 

Deitering, Tom & Esther Family 

Eller, Jeremy 

Faber, Cathy 

Family of Norma Hansen 

Farmer’s Trust & Savings Bank 

Ferguson, Diane 

Fischer, Barry & Yvonne 

Geelan, Rosemary 

Goff Insurance Agency 

Hearing Health Centers 

Horsley, Joel & Maureen 

Hughes, Brennan & Wirtz 

Iowa State Bank 

Iowa Trust & Savings Bank 

Jacobsen, Dean & Marla 

Johnson, Alex & Mackenzie 

Langner, Sandy 

Mehan, Pat & Kathy 

Nelson, David & Julie 

Nelson, Dick & Anne 

Northwest Bank 

Northwest Wealth Management 

Palo Alto County Health System 

Phillips, Barb 

Pro Cooperative 

Reynolds, Michael & Regina 

Ruthven-Ayrshire CSD staff 

Sanculi, Rae Lynn 

Spies, John 

Studer, Gerald 

Swan, Robert & Lynn 

Swan, Stephen & Connie 

Tim’s Piano Tuning 

Whiting, Bill & Sharon 

Wirtz, F. 

 

DONATIONS 
The Conservation Foundation Board would like to thank everyone for 

their contribution. You have allowed us to continue providing 

experiences for our youth, civic groups and the general public.   

Your gift helps to provide educational, conservation  and recreational 

programs which allows us to be the best we can be. Thank you again 

for your generous contribution.  

GRANTS   

Arthur W. Smith & Audrey Smith Foundation 

We received a grant from this organization to purchase twelve  

Vortex ™ Binoculars for our Birding programs. 

We received a grant from this organization to purchase two  

additional paddle boards for summer programs. 

Aureon Network Services with River Valley Telecommunications 

We received a grant through these organizations to purchase a new 

beehive for the Lost Island Nature Center. 
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Support Conservation and Environmental Education in Palo Alto County by 

donating to the Conservation Foundation! 

Your support is vital to our efforts in continuing conservation efforts and environmental education  

in our county. Please consider a contribution to our foundation or the endowment fund. 

My contribution to the Conservation Foundation: 

 $25_____         $50_____        $100_____      $250_____       

$500_____     $1,000_____    Other: $_______     

My contribution to the Endowment Fund: 

$25_____              $50_____           $100_____       $250_____            

$500_____        $1,000_____     Other $_______  

The Endowment Fund allows you to receive the maximum tax 

deduction and the Endow Iowa 25% State Tax Credit may  

apply. Example:  

Send your donation payable to: 

Palo Alto Conservation Foundation 

PO Box 417, Ruthven, IA 51358 

Your donation is tax deductible.  Donations of $1,000 or 

more will be recognized on the plaque in our classroom. 

Name __________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip_________________________________________ 

Phone ____________________  Email______________________  

Cash gift $1,000 $10,000 $100,000 

Endow Iowa Tax Credit (25%) ($250) ($2,500) ($25,000) 

Federal Tax Savings* ($277.50) ($2,770) ($27,750) 

Net cost of gift $472.50 $4,725 $47,250 

* Based on an individual or married couples in the 37% federal tax bracket.  

 

Brick Donors 

Terry & Sheri Ahlrich 

In Memory of Marlyn & Chris Ahlrich 

Giles Clark and Family 

Chase Clark “Biddy” 1996-2018 

Bob & Nancy Drum 

James “Jimmy” Conlon 

Tom & Esther Deitering Family 

In Memory of Marlyn Paul 

In Memory of Evelyn Paul 

Family of Norma Hansen 

In Loving Memory of Norma Hansen 

Florence Malm Estate 

Darius (Duke) & Florence Malm 

Lucy McCombs  

In Memory of Lloyd McCombs 

Jim & Sharon Neighbors 

In Memory of Brian Waldstein WQT 

PACCB Staff 

In Honor of Mary Barrick CCB Director 

 

Brick Donors 

Ruthven-Ayrshire CSD staff 

In Memory of Karen Toillion  

R-A Staff ♥ 

Cheryl , Kevin, Ron, Angie Sikora 

with Diana Meyer 

In Memory of Pat Sikora  

12-24-2021 

Wendell & Sharon Willrett with 

Lloyd & Lucy McCombs,  

Bob & Nancy Drum,  

Gary & Ginger Klepper,  

Pete & Ilene Shimon,  

Wendy Walker, Mary Ann Doran, 

Reggie& Joanne Hoffman,  

Ann Bormann,  

Gary & Cheryl Wilson 

In Memory of Larry Rustan  

1938-2021 

Wendell & Sharon Willrett with 

Lloyd & Lucy McCombs,  

Bob & Nancy Drum, Jeri Sleper, 

Gary & Ginger Klepper 

Master SGT, Doug Rustan  

1964-2021 

Thank you!!! 

As staff members of the Palo Alto 

County Conservation Board, we 

can’t say enough good things 

about our supporters. Whether 

through general donations, Gift 

Bricks, attending fundraisers, or 

dedicating a gift in memory of a 

loved one, our county continues 

to support our organization  

generously.  

The Palo Alto County Conserva-

tion Board and the PAC Founda-

tion continue to provide the best 

in programming and outdoor  

activities for every generation 

because of supporters like you. 

Thank you for giving to the Palo 

Alto County Conservation Board 

and PAC Foundation as we con-

tinue to provide Conservation, 

Education and Recreation for 

County residents. 
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Stamp Here 

Postal Patron Local 

Palo Alto County Conservation Board 
PO Box 417 
Ruthven, IA 51358 
712-837-4866 

Address Service Requested 

Our programs and facilities are consistent 

with pertinent federal and state laws and 

regulations on non-discrimination regarding 

race, color, national origin, sex, age, and 

handicap. 

Palo Alto County  
Conservation Board 

Email:  paccb@ruthventel.com 
Website:  www.paloaltoccb.org 

Conservation Board Members 

Rhonda Thompson, Ayrshire 
Sam Henkelvig, Emmetsburg 

Tim Murphy, Ruthven 
Ron Brown, West Bend 

Kyle Auten, Emmetsburg 
 

Foundation Board Members 

SueAnn Deitering, Emmetsburg 
Brian Malm, Emmetsburg 

Pat Molitor, Ruthven 
Julie Nelson, Ruthven 

Maureen Reeves-Horsley,  
Ruthven 

Audrey Peton, Graettinger 
Heidi Knapp, West Bend 

 

Conservation Board Staff 

Rob Allen, Executive Director 
Kaitlin Anderson, Naturalist 

Blake Jesse, Operations Supervisor 
Luke Larson, Park Ranger 

Shannon Pascual, Office Manager 

VOLUNTEERS WELCOME! 

Do you know someone who would be a great volunteer at the 

Nature Center? 

If so, please call us at 712-837-4866 and let us know.  We are 

always looking for wonderful people who  

love nature and would enjoy being a volunteer. 

 

What may I do as a volunteer? 

We appreciate people who like to work with kids at the annual 

Wings & Wetlands event in May, help with the Kids’ Fishing 

Derby in June, or be an actor, guide, or other resource person at 

the Halloween Hike in October.  Of course, our best public 

relations strategy involves volunteers who are able to host a 

weekend for visitors to the Lost Island Nature Center!  

 

What is the commitment level? 

That’s up to you! You may enjoy working with kids all year long 

or you may be able to give one day of hosting the Nature Center 

from March thru December. 


