Summer/Fall 2020
Staff Appreciation Pillar
Many times, people comment on how nice the
parks look and recognize the projects and
improvements that are done during the summer,
or remark on how they enjoyed an outdoor nature
program. Along with Rob, Blake, and Kaitlin, the
credit also goes to the Conservation Board’s parttime help: Don Larsen, Ron Riha, Brody Krieg,
Carter Murray, and Gillian Nolan.
Don and Ron’s main job is mowing, but they
also maintain Sportsman’s clubhouse, shelter
houses, fish cleaning stations, service mowers,
paint, clean park restrooms, clean off boat ramps,
spray food plots, pick-up trash, and other odd
jobs. We rely on Don and Ron for their handyman
skills. They work hard, show interest in our
conservation projects and are good mentors.
Brody and Carter have worked on several projects
this summer. They assisted with installing playground
equipment and
adding a brick
patio to the
amphitheater,
clearing brush,
maintaining the
trails, raking the
beach, planting
trees, making
improvements to the Basswood Recreation Area and
Watson Heritage area, and worked at the campground
on weekends.
Brody graduated from Iowa Lakes Community
College in the Environmental Science Field. This fall,
he will be attending Iowa State University. Carter will
be attending his 2nd year at Iowa Lakes Community
College.
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Gillian assisted our
Naturalist, Kaitlin, this
summer at the Nature
Center. A few of Gillian’s
projects included a
painted mural for the
nocturnal room, weekly
Facebook videos, painting,
weeding, program
preparation, as well as
assisting with outdoor
programs, such as, fishing,
kayaking, and paddle
boarding. We value her interest, hard work, and
enthusiasm. We wish her the best of luck in her 2nd
year at the University of Iowa.
Summer interns, Brody, Carter, and Gillian have
excelled on all their work projects in a timely manner.
With their work ethic, I have no doubt, they will be
very successful in their career paths. I hope their time
working for the Conservation Board has been a
positive venture and a learning experience. I am very
grateful to have such a dedicated staff.
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Work Updates
From the Director’s Desk-Mary Barrick
Summer has arrived with the trees in
full foliage, the woodland canopy has
closed, baby birds are learning to fly,
butterflies are feeding, lightning bugs
graze the yard, and dragonflies skim the
water. The prairies and ditches are in bloom with
Butterfly Milkweed, Showy Milkweed, Rough Blazing
Star, Goldenrod, Black eyed Susan, and Ironweed to
name a few.
Basswood Recreation Area, located west of
Emmetsburg along Hwy 18, is one of our most popular
parks. Recent updates include clearing timber, cleaning
up the trails, dressing both parking lots and repairing
the north road for public use. We bored underneath the
highway to get electricity to the north area and two
light poles near the boat ramp and driveway were
installed. The walking trails at Basswood make a figure
8 pattern with two loops. The 0.6-mile south loop is
mostly mixed prairie surrounded by trees with the
river running along the west side. The 0.7-mile north
loop is mostly woodland with the river running along
the west side. The popular boat ramp gives access to
West Fork of the Des Moines River for fishing or
kayaking.
The parking lots at River Runner and West Fork
Recreation Area, near West Bend; and Watson Heritage
Area and Duhigg Park, Emmetsburg, have been updated
with crushed concrete, as well as trail clean up.
Hauschen Prairie has a new look. Volunteer trees
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were starting to overcome the prairie and were
cleared. We continue to catch up with tree cutting at
other prairies.

Every spring, prescribed burns are on the priority
list. The weather, wind, and humidity are big factors
so we have a short window of time to get as much
burning done as possible. This year we burned over
300 acres. Prescribed burns replenish the ground
encouraging new growth, improve wildlife habitat,
recycle nutrients back to the soil and prepare the
seedbed for natural restoration of native trees and
seeding of understory plants.
The Conservation Board partners with the Palo
Alto Gun Club with projects at the shooting/trap
range at Sportsman Recreation Area. A huge thank
you to M.A. Mortenson Construction for fill material
and for hauling it to expand the parking lot. A special
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Continued - Work Updates

thanks to Bert Naig, Dave Bolte, and Gary Bolte for all
their extra work. These volunteers and members of the
Gun Club all have a common interest in making
Sportsman’s the best it can be, and their time is much
appreciated. Additional brush clearing, installing
wooden posts, and hauling gravel completed this
project. The updated parking space will be beneficial,
especially during large shooting events.
Thank you to Bruce Nelson and Chad Anderson for
donating a trailer to the Conservation Board for a
bridge at Burns Prairie, east of Emmetsburg. The
Burns Prairie site is a 160-acre tract that includes
prairie, wetlands, and a food plot providing quality
nesting cover and wildlife diversity. Canada geese,
mallards, wood ducks, shovelers, redheads and bluewinged teal are attracted to the marshes for nesting. A
few of the waterfowl species migrating through
include gadwalls, blue bills and wigeons. Besides ducks
and geese, species such as red-winged and yellowheaded blackbirds, bobolinks, yellow throats,
pheasants, furbearers, and deer are common. Burns
Prairie is a great place for bird hiking, walking, and
hunting. The bridge makes for an easy access to cross a
water-way.
Grants:
1. A big thank you to the Palo Alto County Gaming
Development Corporation (PACGDC) for the tree
shear/puller. Both units are handy for shrub and
timber management in our prairies, forests, and parks.
Trees are great, but overgrown and crowded trees can
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negatively impact habitat quality for many grassland
plant and animal species. Involuntary trees such as
willows, cottonwoods, and black locusts can over take
an area. Shrubs (sumac, honeysuckle, buckthorn)
become prolific in grasslands and choke out native
grasses and wildflowers. The tree shear/puller is ideal
to work in tight spaces and will remove unwanted
trees, shrubs, brush, and debris safely.
In addition, a mini-grant for a slide was funded. The
slide was installed at the north shelter house in Huston
Park. Thank you PACGDC!
2. The Conservation Board was fortunate to receive a
grant from Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative
Foundation for a swing-set at the north shelter house.
The summer crew installed the playground equipment
and placed the mulch. This will be a great amenity for
people that picnic at the shelter-house. We appreciate
your support ILEC!
3. A State Water Recreation Access grant was received
for a new restroom at Basswood Recreation Area.
Upon completion, this area will be in full swing with all
the new updates and improvements.
4. Funding for a fish renovation at Sportsman’s Pond
was from a State Water Recreation Access grant. This
spring, the Iowa DNR re-stocked the pond with
Largemouth Bass, Bluegill fingerlings and will release
Channel Catfish in the fall.
It is always nice to get positive feedback from the
public. Here are a few comments from this summer:
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“I want to thank you, the Board, and the workers for the
exceptional work and maintenance done at Burns Prairie for the
public to enjoy.”
“I compliment your rangers on their work in clearing the
understory of buckthorn and honeysuckle at Huston Park. Makes
a big difference in seeing songbirds!”
or a child’s remark; “This is the best place to be.” and their
excitement when they see a Barred Owl on a hike.
Enjoy the summer: get motivated, as this is the season when
nature recognizes all different sights (summer skies, trees
budding, nests), smells (fresh cut grass, flowers), and sounds
(baby robins chirping, thunderstorms). Before you realize it,
the leaves will change color, migrating birds will flock, the air
begins to feel crisp, signifying that fall has arrived! Experience
every season as there is always a place to explore in
Palo Alto County.

We received funding for seeding at Salton Park on
the north side. A beautiful and colorful mix!

Naturalist’s Program News
With COVID-19 hitting as the
spring season began to
approach, the outreach of inperson educational and
recreational activities had to be
placed on hold.
In order to keep in-touch with
the public, we began posting
weekly educational videos on
the Palo Alto County
Conservation Board/Lost Island
Presley-Winner of the Nature Center Facebook page
fishing derby
and will continue doing so
throughout the summer.
The trails at Lost Island Huston Park have been
busy this summer with runners, bikers, and walkers.
You may notice informational topics being placed
temporarily on the trails to browse as you enjoy your
trip through the park. The topics will change every
few weeks throughout summer, so make sure to visit
the trails often!
We practiced social distancing by hosting a virtual
fishing derby for kids to submit photos of fish they
caught to be entered into a drawing. We also held a
decorating contest in the campground during the 4th
of July for our campers to compete for the most
patriotic site.
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As summer continues into fall, we have
resumed programs and camps. Parents and
kids seem eager to begin learning about the
nature around them by taking part in our
programming after the hiatus of an unusual
summer. Watch for future events and join us
for a great experience!
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Upcoming Events
MAY-OCTOBER
Photo Contest
Submit an 8x10 photo with a nature related theme
(landscape, wildlife, plants) taken in Palo Alto
County between May 22nd, 2020 and October 1st,
2020 to the Lost Island Nature Center by October
9th. Judging will take place by guests at the annual
Dad’s Belgian Waffle Fundraiser on October 18th.
Visit our Facebook page or call 712-837-4866 for
the list of full contest rules and submission
requirements.

SEPTEMBER
Monarch Tagging
Thursday, September 3rd, 5:00pm
Join us at the Lost Island Nature
Center as we learn about the
incredible and unique migration of the Monarch. We
will then venture out to the Huston Prairie to catch
and tag our own Monarchs.
Limited group. Pre-registration is required by
calling 712-837-4866.

OCTOBER
(Subject to change due to COVID-19)

Halloween Hike
(Subject to change due to COVID-19)
Tuesday, October 20th,
6:30 - 8:30 pm
Lost Island Nature Center-Huston Park
Cost: $1 per person
This fun Halloween Hike is great for kids of all ages!
Learn about some nature friends, as guides with
lanterns lead you down the trail to meet a variety of
characters. Group hikes last about 40 minutes and
depart every 10 minutes from the south picnic shelter
at Huston Park beginning at 6:30 pm. Children under
12 must be accompanied by an adult. Refreshments
will be served at the nature center. Reservations are
required by calling 712-837-4866.

Kayak & Canoe Safety
As we are getting closer to the end of summer, it is a
great time to get outdoors and get on the water. We
would like to make sure that when you venture out
to paddle, you are being as safe as possible. Here are
some tips:



Always have a life-jacket or floatation device
onboard.



Make sure to take water and sunscreen to stay
hydrated and keep from getting too much sun
exposure, even on the cloudy days.



If you are going to a new area, make sure to let
someone know and if possible take; a GPS,
compass, or your phone in a waterproof case to
ensure that you can find a way back if you get
lost.



Check your equipment before you go out, to make
sure nothing is faulty.



Always be aware of your surroundings: water
level, tidal changes, dangerous currents and
possible dangerous weather.



If you know it’s flooded recently do not go out on
the moving waters: rivers/rapids.

Waffle Breakfast Fundraiser
Sunday, October 18th,
8:30 am—12:30 pm
Emmetsburg VFW
Cost: $7.50 in advance,
$8 at the door
Enjoy a delicious breakfast for a very good cause!
Dad’s Belgian Waffles serves up freshly made
waffles, along with all the toppings, plus sausage!
Bring your appetite because it is all-you-can-eat!
Tickets are $7.50 in advance and can be purchased
from any Conservation Foundation board member,
or contact the nature center at 712-837-4866.
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Our Supporters
MEMORIALS

Donations

Bob & Nancy Cozine
In Memory of Andy Hermansen,
Irvin Maaland, Shirley Weisbrod

The Conservation Foundation Board would like to thank everyone for
their contribution. You have allowed us to continue providing
experiences for our youth, civic groups and the general public.
Your gift helps to provide educational, conservation and recreational
programs which allows us to be the best we can be. Thank you again
for your generous contribution.

Joel & Maureen Horsley
In Memory of Wades Reeves,
Dan Voigt, Bonnie Powers
Irene Banwart Goff
In Memory of Elsie Wigdahl
Marcie & William Frevert
In Memory of John Myers
Lary & Rose Mary Rustan
In Memory of Chris Welch
Duis/Petersen Family
In Memory of Elsie Wigdahl
Terry & Sandra Naig
In Memory of Grant &
Brianne Berkland

BRICK DONORS
Mark & Julie McGrauth
In Memory of Colton Johnson
Family of James C. Weinzetl
In Memory of James C. Weinzetl
B.J. Hemmingsen
In Memory of Duane(Duwap)
Hemmingsen
Rotary Club
In Memory of Rotarian
Bob Andersen
Mark & Jane Jackson & family
In Memory of Darrel Eaton “Red”

THANK YOU
William Selzer, Everly
Coyote & Grey Fox
Curt Parks, Spencer
Pintail Mount
Thank you for these wonderful
additions to our Nature Center!
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Abel Drainage & Excavating, Inc
Andreasen, Phil
Anonymous
Banwart, Robert & Carolyn
Beem, Angie
Berkland, Randall
Bird, John & Robbin
Bjustrom, Tom & Linda
Cole, David
Cooper, Dan & Mary
D3 Corporation-Bob Deitering
Deitering, Tom & Esther
Derrickson, Dwight & Margaret
Drum, Bob & Nancy
Eisenmann, Kurt & Cynthia
Faulstick Construction
Finnegan, William & Amy
Grange, Gary
Greene, Mary Jo
Happy Campers, LLC
Harris, Sandra & Shane
Hoben, Tracy
Hoffman, Brian & Melanie
Hoffman, Duane & Kim
Hoffman, Regis & Joanne
Holland, Jerry & Elaine
Horsley, Joel & Maureen
Hoyman, Greg
Hughes, Brennan & Wirtz
Hughes, Gary & Marilyn
Krause, Kim
Krieg, Roger
Lauck, Ivan & Pat

Markley, Craig & Lisa
Matthews, Rosemary
McDonald, Carol
Merrill, George & Betty
Miller, Donald
Morrison, Steve or Mary Lou
Munn, Ed & Mary Ellen
Naig, Sandra
Naig, Tammy
Nauss, Don
Nelson, David & Julie
Nelson, Richard & Anne Marie
Newhouse, Glen & Val
Norgaard Sand & Gravel
Peton, Audrey
Puterbaugh, Allan & Jean
Rittgers, David & Janelle
Roberts, Charles & Ursula
Rupp, Charles & Valeria
Schoenewe, Lee & Nancy
Sewell, James & Karen
Sikora, Cheryl
Snavely, Terry & Trudi
Spies, Jim & Karen
Spies, John
Stillman, Ann
Tunnicliff, Myram
Varcoe, Burt
Veltri, Dr. Frank & Marit
Westergard, Brian
Wichman, Diana
Willrett, Wendell & Sharon
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Support Conservation and Environmental Education in Palo Alto County by
donating to the Conservation Foundation!
My contribution to the Conservation Foundation:

My contribution to the Endowment Fund:

$25_____
$500_____

$25_____
$500_____

$50_____
$100_____ $250_____
$1,000_____ Other: $_______

Send your donation payable to:
Palo Alto Conservation Foundation
PO Box 417, Ruthven, IA 51358
Your donation is tax deductible. Donations of $1,000 or
more will be recognized on the plaque in our classroom.

Name __________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_________________________________________
Phone ____________________ Email______________________

$50_____
$1,000_____

$100_____
$250_____
Other $_______

The Endowment Fund allows you to receive the maximum tax
deduction and the Endow Iowa 25% State Tax Credit may
apply. Example:
Cash gift

$1,000

$10,000

$100,000

Endow Iowa Tax Credit (25%)

($250)

($2,500)

($25,000)

Federal Tax Savings*

($277.50)

($2,770)

($27,750)

Net cost of gift

$472.50

$4,725

$47,250

* Based on an individual or married couples in the 37% federal tax bracket.

Your support is vital to our efforts in continuing conservation efforts and environmental education
in our county. Please consider a contribution to our foundation or the endowment fund.

Volunteer Hours
We would like to thank those who have taken the
time to volunteer at the Lost Island Nature Center, as
they have helped in many ways. Special recognition
goes out to those that have reached milestones as
volunteers with us. The hours listed are their total
hours they have generously spent volunteering for
educational programs or as weekend hosts.
50 hours
Heather Penney, Barbara Phillips
100 hours
Sally Potter, Sharon Whiting
150 hours
Kenneth Ebeling, Lois Enger
200 hours
Michael Engelmann
300 hours
Larry Bendixen, Bev Hayden
400 hours
Mary Lou Morrison
1,648 hours
Helen Augustine
We could not provide such quality programs or
run such a wonderful Center without our volunteers!
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Do you know someone who would be a great
volunteer at the Nature Center?
If so, please call us at 712-837-4866 and let us know.
We are always looking for wonderful people who
love nature and would enjoy being a weekend
host at the nature center.
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Palo Alto County Conservation Board
PO Box 417
Ruthven, IA 51358
712-837-4866

Stamp Here

Address Service Requested

Postal Patron Local

Our programs and facilities are consistent
with pertinent federal and state laws and
regulations on non-discrimination regarding
race, color, national origin, sex, age, and
handicap.

Welcome:
Join us in welcoming Brian Malm to the
Conservation Foundation Board. Brian lives in
Emmetsburg with his wife Amy, and their four
children. Brian is a loan officer at Iowa State
Bank in Ruthven, and also serves on the
Emmetsburg City Council, the golf board, and the
Emmetsburg Community Development Corporation (ECDC)
board. Brian is excited to be a part of the Conservation Foundation
Board, and to help achieve our goals. “I didn’t know how much went
on at the Nature Center until I joined the board. I am amazed at the
programs that are provided to our communities and to our schools, as
well as the recreational and educational opportunities. It is
impressive,” stated Brian.
Serving on the Board since 2012, Jim Carpenter stepped down from
the Foundation Board. Director, Mary Barrick states, “Jim played an
instrumental role in guiding the Board’s mission. He was a leader who
always supported the programs and activities, had a passion for the
environment and a willingness to share his knowledge and expertise.
He shared his woodworking skills many times at special events.
Thank you for your years of service Jim!”
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Palo Alto County
Conservation Board
Email: paccb@ruthventel.com
Website: www.paloaltoccb.org
Conservation Board Members

Rhonda Helm, Ayrshire
Sam Henkelvig, Emmetsburg
Mike Reynolds, Ruthven
Karen Spies, Graettinger
Tony Streit, West Bend
Foundation Board Members

Jay Bargman, West Bend
SueAnn Deitering, Emmetsburg
Shana Herke, Emmetsburg
Brian Malm, Emmetsburg
Pat Molitor, Ruthven
Julie Nelson, Ruthven
Maureen Reeves-Horsley,
Emmetsburg
Conservation Board Staff

Mary Barrick, Executive Director
Rob Allen, Operations Supervisor
Blake Jesse, Park Ranger
Kaitlin Anderson, Naturalist
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