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Conservation Board Receives Grants 
 

The Palo Alto County Conservation Board was successful in 
receiving several Palo Alto Gaming and Development  
Corporation grants.  “We are grateful and thrilled to be the  
recipient of four generous awards in the 2014 grant cycle  
totaling $140,685.31.  A huge thank you to the gaming board  
for their hard work, time reading through the applications and 
commitment to Palo Alto County,” stated Mary Barrick.    
 
The first grant of $92,625 will go toward campground  
renovations at Lost Island-Huston Park.  The renovation will 
provide larger campsites, water hook-ups, and angled sites to 
pull in.  Lost Island-Huston Park is a popular spot that supports 
a wide variety of recreational activities, such as, fishing boating, 

observing wildlife, hiking, picnicking, and swimming.  Lost Island Huston Park visitor numbers have increased 
considerably over the past 5 years.  The Board credits this to the new recreational trail, the fishing cleaning  
station, and updates to the picnic shelters.  Campground  improvements would entice day users to possibly stay 
in the area.  This is economic growth and a win-win situation for Palo  Alto County. 
 
A grant in the amount of $56,516.82 was received to purchase a Bobcat Skid Steer Loader.  This type of   
equipment will run every day and cut our work time down.  The use of this machine is unlimited,  whether it be 
cutting a tree down, cutting the underbrush, clearing trails, hauling gravel, lifting concrete block,  rafters or  
shingles, or digging a trench.  The County Conservation Board 
does most of their own construction work – restrooms, picnic 
shelters, concrete walls, buildings/sheds, shingling & etc.  This 
unit would help in many ways of construction projects for years 
to come.   
 
Two mini-grants were also awarded.  $2,932.20 will be used to 
purchase portable radios.  The radios will be used during the 
burn season and will be handy in timbered areas to  
communicate with one another.   
 
The other mini-grant for $2,740.50 will be used for an  
outdoor spotting scope for the observation blind at the marsh in 
the park.  The scope will complement the dock that is used for 
school field trips, and will be enjoyed by other visitors.  These 
projects will help the Conservation Board to better serve the 
needs of the public.  

School of Trees Grant 
The Palo Alto County Conservation          

Foundation  received a grant award in the 
amount of $4,404 from the Arthur W. Smith 
and Audrey F. Smith Foundation.  The grant 

was awarded to purchase a variety of tree     
species to be planted throughout the park to use 
for educational programs and public viewing.   

 

Promoting environmental education and  
participation in nature is key to our mission.  

The ‘school of trees’ will be a great asset to the 
park and will provide a fun interactive way for 
students and visitors to learn and experience 

nature first hand. 
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Notes from the Director 
Mary Barrick  
 

The seasons are in transition, the juncos are moving and spring is in the air.  
In the past few months, I have listened carefully at dusk to hear the  
Great Horned Owls for some night music, as they are calling each other and 
setting up territories to start the breeding cycle.  Today, I spent a lot of my 
day outside going over projects with the staff and contractors.  As I am  
enjoying the warm weather, two trumpeter swans fly by honking and two 
goldeneye ducks skimmed the open water.  The Belted Kingfisher has made 
its debut on the lake.  The Kingfisher is a unique bird and can be seen on tree 
limbs over open bodies of water.  They remind me of a cartoon character 

with their shaggy crest on the top and back of the head, pointed bill and small body.  New birds have been 
spotted almost every day as they either arrive to their summer nesting grounds or stop over on their way  
further north.   
 
Spring also brings a burst of activity at the nature center with school field trips, conservation field days, a 
fishing derby, hikes, and canoeing.  We will be celebrating our 20 year anniversary of the Wings and     
Wetlands event.  This event is co-sponsored with Ducks Unlimited.  Kids of all ages have an opportunity to 
learn about habitats, hunting, and wetlands.  We will have the Trumpeter Swan release again this year.   
 
I am looking forward to the seasonal work crew we have this year, 
thus, keeping busy with all the projects we have planned.  The trails 
at Basswood, Brushy Bayou and  Watson’s need extra work.  The 
campground renovation will be underway sometime this year and at 
the same time we will try to keep up with the normal work load.  
This spring I would like to concentrate on some of our wildlife areas 
with prescribed burning.  Firebreaks have been mowed, burn plans 
have been written and the equipment is ready to go.  Fire helps to 
rejuvenate wildlife habitat, controls invasive brush, recycles  
nutrients back to the soil, stimulates new grass growth for nesting, 
and enhances native plants.  How much prescribed burning we get 
done will be depend on the weather.   
 
The County Conservation Board appointed Shana Herke to the Foundation Board in January to replace 
Laura Petersen.  Shana, with husband Jarret and their two daughters, live in Graettinger and she works at 
Farmers State Bank in Spencer. We appreciate Shana’s time and willingness to serve on the board.   
 
I am assuming that everyone has read the first page of this newsletter and I am very thankful and excited for 
the grants we received from the Palo Alto County Gaming Development Corporation.   The PACGDC has 
done an enormous job and the gaming grants have benefited the county in so many ways.  Thank you! 
 
I included an article in the last newsletter regarding Iowa’s Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation 
Trust Fund, and I feel the need to push this subject some more.  Enhancing water  quality,  
agricultural soils, and fish and wildlife habitat, as well as supporting recreational amenities are so important 
to Iowa.  82 percent of Iowans agree that the state’s parks, trails, wildlife areas, and other public lands are 
an essential part of our economy.  Call your local legislators today to ensure that this permanent,  
constitutionally protected funding source becomes available to conserve Iowa’s water, soil, habitat, parks, 
and trails for generations to come.  
 
This week the Buffleheads, Mallards, Scaups, Shovelers, and Merganzers are showing up on Lost Island 
Lake.  A time of growth and new beginnings…. yes, bring on Spring.  
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New Prairie Root Display  
 

A new exhibit at the Lost Island  
Nature Center features a prairie root,  
something most people have never 
seen.  Hidden under ground, perennial 
prairie roots often grow deeper into 
the ground than the stems rise above 

it. These deep and densely tangled roots provide many 
services, including the reduction of soil erosion and 
flooding.  Like the roots themselves, these benefits 
often go unnoticed. 
 

The Nature Center applied for a grant from the  
University of Northern    Iowa’s “Prairie Roots  
Project”.  The Project, funded by Iowa’s Living  
Roadway Trust Fund, uses a specialized facility with 
10 foot deep pots to grow, harvest and preserve prairie 
root specimens for use at educational  facilities 
throughout Iowa.  The Lost  Island Nature Center was 
one of ten sites selected to receive a root this past year. 
 

The root on display in Palo Alto County is from a 
Compass Plant, which reached more than 8 feet into 
the ground when it was alive.  The Compass Plant is a 
member of the sunflower family and is a native  prairie 
plant.  It gets its name from the basal leaves which 
align themselves north and south.   
 

Be sure to stop by the Lost Island Nature Center to see 
this new display. 

Join Us for  

Guest Speaker,  

Al Batt 
 

We are very pleased to partner 
with the O’Brien County  

Conservation Board and bring Al Batt to Northwest 
Iowa to speak. Al is from Hartland, Minnesota and is a 
writer, storyteller and humorist.  He writes for many 
newspapers and does regular radio shows about nature.  
He is a columnist for “Bird Watcher’s Digest” and 
writes several cartoon strips that are syndicated  
nationally.  

 

“Bird Stories by Al Batt” 

Monday, April 20, 7:00 pm 

  Lost Island Nature Center 
 

This program is open to the public free of charge. 

State Butterfly 
There was a bill introduced to the Iowa  

Legislature this session to nominate the Regal  
Fritillary as Iowa’s State Butterfly.  It did not make 

it out of committee, but will still be viable next  
session, so we encourage you to talk to your  

senator or representative asking  for their support. 
Iowa is one of only 4 states without a state  

butterfly or insect. The Regal Fritillary is     native 
to Iowa and found statewide.  Look for it on our 

prairies this summer.   
 

 

20th Anniversary                   
Wings and Wetlands Weekend    

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
May 9th and 10th. See events calendar for details! 

Registration is required.                                            
Please call (712)837-4866 to register. 

  

  

Trumpeter 

Swan Release 

Birding at 

Lost Island 

Youth Events with 

Ducks Unlimited 

LIVE 

  Bald Eagle Program 



April  

20 
 
 
 
 

Bird Stories with Al Batt, guest speaker. 
7:00 pm.  Al is a writer, speaker, storyteller, and humorist.  He writes for  
Bird Watcher’s Digest. Join us as he shares some great bird stories. 
 
 

June  

1 
 

4 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
 

6 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 

19 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 

26 

Hike.  6:00 pm.  Watson Recreation Area, SW of Emmetsburg. 
 

Summer Kick-off for Girls.  9:30 am-12:30 pm.  Kearney Park,  
Emmetsburg. This program for 5-8th grade girls is co-sponsored by  
Emmetsburg AAUW.  Join us for some outdoor fun!  Free.   
Call 712-837-4866 to register. 
 

Canoeing.  9:00 am.  Smith’s Slough.  Call 712-837-4866 to reserve a    ca-
noe or to let us know you will join us with your own canoe or kayak.  
 

Fishing Clinic. 9:00 am– 12:00 noon.  Register at the Nature Center.  Try 
your hand at the casting contest, watch a cooking demonstration, learn to 
identify the fish you catch. 
 

Book Discussion.  10:00 am.  Lost Island Nature Center . 
Come for an informal discussion of our next book Flight Behavior, by 
Barbara Kingsolver.   
 

Canoeing.  9:00 am  Lost Island Lake.  Call to reserve a canoe or  to let  
us know you will join us with your own. 
 

Saturday in the Park, 1:00-4:00 pm. Lost Island-Huston Park. 
Join us for some family fun– appropriate for all ages.  Live music, games,  
canoeing from the beach, lunch for sale.  Watch for details as the date draws 
near.  Live music with Larry Meyer! 
 

Canoeing.  9:00 am.  Silver  Lake.  Meet at Salton Park on the NW side. 
Call 712-837-4866 to reserve a canoe or let us know you will join us with 
your own. 

 Public Programs  

Programs are sponsored by the Palo Alto County Conservation Board and SWCD.  All programs are held at the  
Lost Island Nature Center unless noted otherwise.  Please call 712-837-4866 for programs that require registration. 
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May 

9 
 
 

 
 
 
 

10 

Wings & Wetlands Weekend   20th ANNIVERSARY!! 
Trumpeter Swan Release.  11:00 am. Site to be determined at a later  date. 
 

Christina Groen, with a Live Bald Eagle.  1:00 pm. Nature Center . 
Greenwings and Ringnecks Youth Program.  2:00- 4:00pm. 
Registration is required.  Please call (712)837-4866 to register. 
 

Birding at Lost Island.  8:00 am. Join us at the Nature Center  for  coffee, 
juice and rolls before we head out to the trails during prime warbler migration. 
Bring along your mother! 
 

Upcoming Programs  
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Chili and Silent Auction Night 
 

Event Sponsors - Max Yield Cooperative & 
Tim Neilsen Piano Tuning  

 

Music by Ceolmhor - Rod Patton, Phil Sweaney, Pam Sease 
Silent Auction donors -  

Thank You! 
Howard Argabright - Emmetsburg,  

cutting out bird houses for Boy Scout program                                                           
 

Ron Riha- Emmetsburg,                                        
help with Birdhouse Program 

 

Scott Anliker - Emmetsburg,                                   
Lost Island Lake photo 

Memorials 
Bonnie Anliker                                          

In memory of Charley Naig     

Helen Augustine                                        
In memory of Normadene Bredehoeft 

Wilma Cargin                                              
In memory of Marjorie Jacoba                     

In memory of Ken Drake 

Bob & Nancy Cozine                                  
In memory of Normadene Bredehoeft           

In memory of Bill Estlund                          
In memory of Muriel Moeller                     
In memory of Charley Naig 

Ann & Howard Garton                                
In memory of Charley Naig 

Barbara Hansen                                          
In memory Helen Oppedal 

Allen & Janice Helmke                                
In memory of Helen Oppedal 

Joel & Maureen Horsley                           
In memory of Lloyd Bates                           

In memory of Susan Bates Knutson             
In memory of Marylea Clasing                    
In memory of Dorothy Eischen                     

In memory of Corneal Joyce                       
In memory of Janis McGrauth                    

In memory of Glen Moser                           
In memory of Robert Roethler                     

In memory of Verle Smith                           
In memory of Evelyn Wigdahl        

Steve & Linda Pitt                                        
In memory of Ken Bank                               

In memory of Normadine Bredehoeft          
In memory of Charles Woods           

Larry & Rose Mary Rustan                       
In memory of Evie Wigdahl 

Joanne & H Schar                                  
Vivian Heikens Herbster 

Bill & Ina Mae Voigt                                   
In memory of Martin Stewart Jr. 

 

Myram Tunnicliff 

Ed & Marilyn Noonan 

Marvin & Eileen Thiesse 

Tillford & Ella Rae Egland 

Keith Wirtz 

Gary Grange 

Lee & Nancy Schoenewe 

Phil Andreasen 

James & Pennie Klepper 

Walter & Tricia Reichert 

Jerolyn Wenell 

Marcia Swanson 

Lynn & Sally Potter 

Dr. Frank & Marit Veltri 

Darold & Diane Jamtgaard 

Rosemary Mathews 

Kenneth & Janice Kassel 

Monty Leu 

Roger & Sue Faulstick 

Robert & Nancy Drum 

Bryon & Billie Jo Hoffman 

Beverly Norland 

David Cole 

Lloyd & Joleen Peterson 

Nancy Cozine 

Agnes Elsenblast 

Kelly & Carol Schany 

Howard & Rosalinda  

Argabright     

Annual Direct Ask Mailing 
David & Julie Nelson 

Gwen Carmichael 

Lois Neighbors 

John & Kay Kibbie 

Ed Schettler 

Ina Marie Bock 

Dave & Cathy Wyatt 

Rob & Susan Sikora 

Leo Mundus 

Audrey Baatz 

Diana Wichman 

Gary & Marilyn Hughes 

Richard Swanson 

Lannie Miller 

Charles & Ursula Roberts 

Mary Jo Greene 

Jim & Jane Stevens 

Valeria Rupp 

Ruthven Meat Locker 

Jacquelyn Ellingrod 

Jane Shuttleworth 

Darrel Frerichs 

Donna Kunz 

Dick & Ann Marie Nelson 

Ivan & Pat Lauck 

Bill & Ina Mae Voigt 

Pat Molitor 

Hugh & Lois Neary 



    New Foundation Board Member 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us in welcoming Shana Herke to the Palo Alto 
County Conservation Foundation Board. The County 

Conservation Board appointed Shana to the Foundation 
Board in January to replace Laura Petersen.   

  
Shana Herke lives in Graettinger with her husband,  
Jarret, and their two young daughters. Shana is the  

Marketing & Sales Coordinator for Farmers Trust &  
Savings Bank in Spencer.  She enjoys the outdoors and  

is excited to become involved with the Palo Alto County 
Conservation Foundation Board. 

Palo Alto Conservation Board 
P.O. Box 417 
Ruthven, Iowa  51358 
712-837-4866 
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Conservation Board Members 

Darrin Adams, Emmetsburg 
Karen Spies, Graettinger 

Sam Henkelvig, Emmetsburg 
Mike Reynolds, Ruthven 
Tony Streit, West Bend 

 

Foundation Board Members 

Phil Andreasen, Emmetsburg 
Jay Bargman, West Bend 

Jim Carpenter, Emmetsburg 
Maureen Horsley, Emmetsburg 

Julie Nelson, Ruthven 
Shana Herke, Graettinger 

 
 

Conservation Board Staff 
Mary Barrick, Director 

Rob Allen, Operations Supervisor 
Jeremy Wichman, Park Ranger 

Miriam Patton, Naturalist 
Macey Newhouse, Administrative Assistant 

 

Lost Island Nature Center 


