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Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy 
Iowans overwhelmingly support funding the  

Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund 
 

Nov. 24, 2014 (Des Moines) Newly released polling data show an overwhelming majority of Iowans - 81 percent - 

now support the creation of the Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund. The survey of Iowa voters 

commissioned by Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy (IWILL) also found that 66 percent support a revenue           

enhancement to fund the trust.  
 

The trust fund was created in 2010 when 63 percent of Iowa voters approved it through a statewide ballot           

initiative. The next step is to fund the trust through the state sales tax, an action that must be taken by members of 

the Iowa Legislature. Trust fund revenue will come from allocating 3/8 of one cent from sales tax revenue the next 

time the Iowa Legislature approves a sales tax increase.  
 

“We believe 2015 is the year that legislators should come together to fund the trust,” said Mike Shannon of Ducks 

Unlimited, another organization backing IWILL. “Iowa is falling behind other states with dedicated funding 

sources for natural resources, such as Minnesota and Missouri, but it’s not too late for Iowa to catch up.” 
 

The poll, conducted August 2014 by Public Opinion Strategies and released today, found a strong majority of  

Iowa voters see these issues as serious problems: pollution of rivers, lakes and streams, soil erosion from Iowa’s 

farmland, flooding along Iowa rivers, loss of wildlife habitat, and cuts in state park funding. Revenues to the trust 

fund, estimated at $150-180 million each year, would address all of these issues and would be subject to strict       

accountability measures and public audits.  
 

The poll also found that Iowa voters see conserving natural resources as ensuring a legacy for future generations, 

with 95 percent of those polled agreeing we to ensure children and grandchildren can enjoy Iowa’s water, land, 

wildlife, and natural beauty the same way we do today.  
 

Wildlife habitat has been disappearing for generations in Iowa, evidenced by the drastically declining pheasant 

population,” said Matt O’Connor pf Pheasants Forever. “Hunters and anglers across the state want our leaders to 

act now to provide funding necessary to protect our natural areas.” 
 

Iowa’s parks and trails also would benefit from the trust fund. “Iowa’s park system and trails are important to the 

state’s economy, helping attract and retain businesses and a skilled workforce who expect appealing recreational 

opportunities,” said Tom Hazelton, CEO of Iowa’s County Conservation System. 
 

Talk to your local legislator to encourage their support.  

 
 

 



                 

Notes from the Director 
 

As we say farewell to 2014, we also bid farewell to two County Conservation board 

members.  Laura Petersen resigned from the Board in August due to moving out of  

the area.  Laura was truly a gem to work with and her genuine interest in conservation 

was an inspiration to all of us.  She is very passionate about the environment and      

the importance of protecting our natural resources.  Laura served on the board from 

2010 to 2014. 
  
Gary Hughes has decided to step down after serving 10 years on the Board.  Gary has 

been instrumental in guiding our organization through a lot of changes that needed leadership and direction.  

He always had a calm approach and his banking background brought valuable business knowledge and     

expertise to the Board.   
 

It has been a privilege and honor to work with Laura and Gary.  On behalf of the County Conservation 

Board, thank you both for your years of service and dedication, and being a part of the Board’s  

accomplishments and goals.   
 

Karen Spies, from Graettinger and Mike Reynolds, from Ruthven have been appointed to the Board,          

replacing Laura and Gary respectively.  As the Conservation Board faces new challenges and opportunities, I 

am confident that Karen and Mike will do an excellent job of continuing the Board’s mission.  The Palo Alto 

County Conservation Board is a five-member volunteer board appointed by the County Board of Supervisors.  

Members are appointed for five-year terms.   
 

The staff has been very busy the last couple of months.  Rob and Jeremy are working on equipment, cutting 

wood, cleaning out brush and keeping up with daily assignments.  Their work in the park has been noticed 

and we are receiving a lot of positive comments.  This past week, they have cleared some brush near the  

Nature Center to have an area for a pollinator plot.  We will do the seeding in the spring with a 25% grasses 

and 75% forbs ratio.  Rob and Jeremy harvested some of the seed from prairies this fall.  The Junior  

Naturalist group also harvested seed in October at Telford Prairie.  The primary value of the pollinator plot 

will be for the honeybees to use.  It is estimated that at least 80% of plants on earth rely on pollinators in  

order to reproduce.  Without pollinators, many of our favorite foods would fade from existence.  We are  

excited to see this project take off with a lot of color, however, patience is key as it takes a couple of years 

for the plants to get established.  Miriam will involve students in helping with planting some ‘plugs’ during 

school field trips in the fall after the spring seeding becomes established.  Memories are priceless and I can 

picture the students returning to the area someday to see the results! 
 

Miriam had the Junior Naturalists program on Saturday, December 13.  Even with no snow for skiing, they  

had an exciting morning.  The kids hiked on the classroom trail and saw a Great Horned Owl, ‘poofed’      

puffball mushrooms, found a Wild Turkey feather and owl pellets and spent time at the fort.  She mentioned 

to me afterwards that one of the students remarked “I can’t believe all the amazing stuff we’re finding.”   

Miriam definitely makes a difference with our youth.    
 

I took a hike later that day.  The clean air, the Red-tail hawk, the bird calls, the feel and smell of damp soil, 

the lake with puddles of water from the warm air, and the fog setting in, once again, I thought to myself, “this 

is the best hike ever.”  Don’t lay dormant this winter, get out and enjoy the county parks and wildlife areas.  

Depending on the snow amounts, we hope to keep the Lost Island Huston Park recreational trail open for 

people to walk.  If we get enough snow coverage, we will groom the classroom trail for people that want to 

cross country ski.    
 

2015 will bring new beginnings and a fresh start…..out with the old, in with the new, wishing you and yours 

a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
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 Interesting Holly Facts 
 

The use of the Holly as a symbolic winter decoration, with its shiny, prickly leaves and blood-red     

 berries, goes back in history of the Celtic peoples of Northern Europe, who decorated their 

 homes with it during the time of winter solstice, or Yule.  

The ancient Romans believed holly warded off lightning strikes and witchcraft and sent boughs of 

 holly to friends during the festival of Saturnalia, also celebrated at the winter solstice.  

The early Christian church retained many of the Celtic and Roman traditions to help celebrate the 

 birth of Christ. The early Celtic Christians associated the prickly holly leaves with the 

 crown of thorns from the crucifixion and the red berries with the blood of Christ.  

The wood of the holly tree is used in the manufacturing of pianos to make black keys due to its 

 solid grain-less appearance. 

There are about 400 species of holly. The only temperate or tropical regions naturally lacking 

 holly are western North America and Australia. They are sometimes deciduous, but mostly 

 evergreen trees and shrubs, with shoots often angled and alternating leaves. Both males and 

 females have white flowers, but only females have berries.  

North American species usually prefer a neutral or acid soil.  

 

Annual Great Backyard Bird Count 

Mark your calendar for February 13-16 and be sure to join thousands of people 

across the country as they watch the birds coming to their feeders and report 

numbers to Cornell University.  

You can count birds anywhere you like for at least 15 minutes.  Keep track of 

the birds you see and how long you watched.  Give the highest number of birds 

of a given species you see at any one time. (This ensures that you are not         

re-counting an individual that was already spotted.) 

Enter your list(s) online at www.BirdCount.org.  Put in a new checklist for each 

new day; for each new location; for the same location, at a different time of day.  

You will be asked to map your location and indicate if you traveled some distance, stayed in one place or 

saw the birds incidentally while you were doing something else. 

Bird populations are constantly changing. The information from GBBC participants, combined with other 

surveys, helps scientists learn how birds are affected by environmental changes.  

The information you send in can provide the first sign that individual species may be increasing or        

declining from year to year. Data gathered over many years help highlight how a species’ range may be 

expanding or shrinking. A big change, noted consistently over a period of years, is an indication that 

something is happening in the environment that is affecting the birds and should be followed up on. 

GBBC information also allows us to look at what kinds of birds inhabit different areas, such as cities    

versus suburbs. 



Page 4 For your information  

 

 

Gun Club Membership 

 2015 dues for the Palo Alto Gun Club are due now. 

Mail your check of $25 made payable to the Palo Alto Gun 

Club to Don Bruch at 3488 490th Ave., Emmetsburg, IA 

50536. 

 The gun club helps promote and maintain the shooting 

range at Sportsmans Recreation Area north of Cylinder. Over 

the years, they have been successful in obtaining several  

gaming grants to make improvements to these facilities. They 

depend on membership fees to match these grants. The Palo 

Alto County Conservation Board appreciates the partnership 

it has with the Gun Club. For more information please call 

Don Bruch at 712-298-3240 or the 

County Conservation Board office 

at 712-837-4866. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Palo Alto County  
Pheasants Forever Banquet 

 

Emmetsburg VFW 

February 28 

Doors Open: 5:00 pm 

Dinner: 6:00 pm 

Auction: 7:00 pm 

Call 712-298-1422 for tickets 
 

National Pheasant Fest 
 

Des Moines  

February 20-22, 2014 

 

 

Reminder:   

The south road at Lost Island-

Huston Park will be closed 

December 1 - January 15. 

Chickadee Tax Check-Off for 2014 Tax Season 

Since 1982, when the Iowa legislature created the Fish and Wildlife Fund Tax Check-off, Iowans have 

been able to bring a little wilderness into the tax season. The Fish and Wildlife Tax Check-off,  

affectionately called the Chickadee Check-off, was created to allow people to make a charitable  

donation to wildlife conservation in Iowa out of their tax refunds or by tacking a few dollars on to any 

taxes owed. When filling out the state income tax form, just look for the contribution line (usually 

somewhere between lines 55-60) and write in any dollar amount next to Fish/Wildlife. All the money 

contributed through the Chickadee Check-off helps support the Wildlife Diversity Program. This  

program has statewide responsibility for all the wildlife that can’t be hunted, fished or trapped from 

Peregrine Falcons to Poweshiek butterflies. Please consider donating to the Chickadee Check-off this 

tax season and supporting wildlife conservation in Iowa.  

Reading Group To Meet February 13 
Join us on Friday, February 13, 10:00 am  

at the Lost Island Nature Center                                                                                                                 

as we discuss the next book chosen,                                                                                                      

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle,                                                                                                                         

by Barbara Kingsolver. 

 

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: makes a 

passionate case for putting the kitchen 

back at the at the center of family life, 

and diversified farms at the center of 

the American diet. 
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Soil & Water Conservation Banquet Recognizes Award Winners 
 

Several people were recognized at the Soil & Water Conservation District’s annual banquet on 

November 18.  Art Poster Contest winners from last year were recognized.  The theme was “Dig 

Deeper: Mysteries in the Soil”. Copies of the student’s posters were made into placemats for the  

banquet. 
 

Last year’s winners were: 

K-Calista Joyce, Emmetsburg Catholic 

1st-Tiffany Fehr, West Bend-Mallard 

2nd-Kierstin Montag, West Bend-Mallard 

3rd-Ben Massner, West Bend-Mallard 

4th-Abbey Gehrt, West Bend-Mallard 

5th-Laura Chicoini, Graettinger-Terril 

6th-Molly Schany, Emmetsburg Catholic 

8th-Rachel Geelan, Emmetsburg Catholic 

 
The District’s Conservation Education Committee consists of one representative from each school or 

district in the county.  These teachers include Gwen Donahue, Ruthven-Ayrshire; Bill Geelan, West 

Elementary; Robin Hauswirth, Emmetsburg Middle; Sandy Kropf, Graettinger-Terril; Linda       

Steinkamp, Emmetsburg Catholic; and Linda Thilges, West Bend-Mallard.  
 

The Conservation Education Award was presented to Anita Fisher.  Anita has been involved in  

conservation education throughout her entire career. Anita was the Naturalist for Emmet County  

Conservation Board for more than14 years and is now a teacher with the West Bend-Mallard      

Community School District. Anita and her FFA students have been involved with many projects like 

the Farmer Fred Project; re-planting the Preschool Butterfly Classroom and landscaping around the 

school. 
 

Other recognition included: The Friend of Conservation Award, presented to the Palo Alto Fair      

Association for their partnership in allowing the SWCD to use the Pavillion each year for the tree 

sales project, and the storage of equipment on the fairgrounds. 
 

SWCD Cooperator of the Year Award recognized Marvin Janssen and family for  their           

participation in both state and federal conservation programs.  Much of the land that the family owns 

has been enrolled in CRP, protecting both Virgin Lake and Elk Lake watersheds.  Marvin has         

promoted these programs which has led to new enrollments and many more acres of conservation 

practices put on the land. 
 

The Soil and Water Conservation Memorial Scholarship was awarded to Brandon Elbert. $500 is  

given each year to a student who plans to major in conservation, forestry,  & wildlife or an area of 

agriculture. Brandon is attending ISU and studying agriculture and finances. 
 

The District’s Conservation Windbreak Award was given to Tim Twaiten and family for their  

commitment to planting and maintaining their windbreak. This windbreak is and excellent example of 

design and care. 
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Cross-Country Skiing. 1:00pm. Trails at 

Lost Island-Huston Park. Call 712-837-4866 

to reserve skis or bring your own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chili/Live Music/Silent Auction Night. 6:00 

pm. Join us for  a fun evening of good food 

and entertainment while supporting the Nature 

Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Group. 10:00 am. Lost Island  

Nature Center. Discuss Animal, Vegetable, 

Miracle, by Barbara Kingsolver 

 

Great Backyard Bird Count. See details in 

this newsletter. 

 

Snowshoeing. 1:00 pm. Trails at Basswood    

Recreation Area west side of Emmetsburg. 

Call 712-837-4866 to reserve a pair of    

snowshoes or bring your own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bird House Building Workshop. 1:00 pm.      

Lost Island Nature Center. Bring a hammer 

and $5 to make and take home a wren house. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Public Programs  

Programs are sponsored by the Palo Alto County Conservation Board and SWCD.  All programs are held at the  

Lost Island Nature Center unless noted otherwise.  Please call 712-837-4866 for programs that require registration. 
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Wanted 
 

*fleece scraps                            
*yarn          

*film canisters                                   
*plastic storage containers         

*tan or beige bed sheet 
 

Upcoming Public Programs  

Saturday, January 17 

6:00 pm 

Lost Island Nature Center 

*Chili 

*Live Music by Ceolmhor 

*Silent Auction 

Reservations REQUIRED 

712-837-4866 

 

Come out for a fun evening to  

support your Nature Center. 
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Thank You 
 

Kurt Bauermeister, Spencer  - mice for snakes 

Josh White, canvasback mounts 

William Hawks, Emmetsburg - hooded merganser 

Jim and Jean Carpenter, Emmetsburg - bird seed 

Actors 
Jamie  Christensen - Aunt Polly 

Hannah Schneder - Troll 

Rikki Lieb - Troll 

Renee Jedlicka - Bison 

Joel Horsley - Hunter 

Maureen Horsley - Mrs. Schlosser 

Penny and Kelli Klepper - Wood Ducks 

Audrey Peton - Beaver 

Pat Molitor - Muskrat 

Diane Smith - Deer 

Jennifer Meyer - Deer 

Lauren Michelsen - Swan 

Connie Swan - Carp 

Greeters 
Candi and Brandon Clark  

 

Hosts 
Sally Potter and Sharon Whiting 

 

Trail Guides 

Darrel Frerichs, Larry Bendixen, Jim Neighbors  

Bill Whiting, Mark McGrauth,  

John and Rose Clouse, Gary Small, Lynn Potter,  

Rod Patton, and Al Puterbaugh 
 

 

Cookie Donations 
Fern Valley 4-H 

ILCC Early Childhood 

 

 

 

Bonnie Anliker 

In memory of Agatha Forey 

In memory of Paddy Solberg 
 

Wilma Cargin 

In memory of Jeff Mitchell 

In memory of Delbert Berninghaus 
 

William and Marcella Frevert 

In memory of Jeanette Snavely 
 

Marcia Swanson 

In memory of Jane Sampson 
 

Bev and Dwight Rutter 

In memory of Paddy Solberg 
 

Steve and Linda Pitt 

In memory of Arlene Henkelvig  

 

 

 

Memorials 
 

Bob and Lynn Swan 

In memory of Joan Berkland 
 

Bob and Nancy Cozine 

In memory of Edgar Riecke 

In memory of Barb Pierson 

In memory of Helen Tate 

In memory of Paddy Solberg 

In memory of Betty Newman 

In memory of Judy Stephas 

In memory of Roger Wichman 

In memory of Mary Mulry 
 

Family and Friends of  

Tom Hayden 

In memory of Tom Hayden 

Brick memorial  

in memory of Tom Hayden 
 

Gary and Cheryl Wilson 

In memory of Winfred Walker 

 

 

 

Gene and Della Twait 

In memory of Robert Bergstrom 
 

Helen Augustine 

In memory of Mary Mulry 
 

Irene Banwart-Goff 

In memory of Agatha Forey 

In memory of Roger Wichman 
 

Steve and Mary Lou Morrison 

In memory of Howard Finnestad 

In memory of Thomas Geelan 
 

Larry and Rose Mary Rustan 

In memory of Winfred Walker 
 

Jim and Sharon Neighbors 

In memory of Tommy (TC) Thomas 
 

 

 
 

Halloween Hike - A Blast From The Past 
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Conservation Board Members 

Darrin Adams, Emmetsburg 

Sam Henkelvig, Emmetsburg 

Gary Hughes, Emmetsburg 

Karen Spies, Graettinger 

Tony Streit, West Bend 
 

Foundation Board Members 

Phil Andreasen, Emmetsburg 

Jay Bargman, West Bend 

Jim Carpenter, Emmetsburg 

Maureen Reeves-Horsley, Emmetsburg 

Pat Molitor, Ruthen 

Julie Nelson, Ruthven 
 

Conservation Board Staff 
Mary Barrick, Director 

Rob Allen, Operations Supervisor 

Jeremy Wickman, Park Ranger 

Miriam Patton, Naturalist 

Maceylyn Newhouse, Office Manager 

Lost Island Nature Center 

 

Chili, Live Music, 
Silent Auction Night 

Saturday, January 17 

6:00 pm 

Lost Island Nature Center 

 

Live Music by Ceolmhor 

Reservations REQUIRED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Come out for a fun evening and support  

your Nature Center! 
 

Call 712-837-4866 for reservations 
 


