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Summer 2024 Seasonal Employees

PACCB staff added two temporary employees for the
summer. Abigail Bailey is from Burt, IA. She has plans to
apply to college in Fall of 2025. In the meantime, she
will be working in the area. She appreciated the
opportunity to see and participate in all the work that
goes on behind the scenes at the county parks. “There
is a lot to do to keep all the parks up and running.”
Abigail shared that the best experience of the summer
was helping the DNR tag geese.

Joe Peterson is attending lowa Lakes Community
College this fall and lives in Emmetsburg, IA. Joe
remarked that what he liked about working for PACCB
this summer was mowing at the county parks. He also
worked with park staff to build the new archery range
in Huston Park.
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Pictured above: Joe Peterson, Abigail Bailey and Don Larsen.

Don Larsen of Emmetsburg was back for his seventh
summer as a staff member of PACCB. Don does a lot of
mowing as well as maintenance in our county parks!

Plans to Update Diorama Display

The Nature Center is a vital asset to the residents of
Palo Alto County and any visitors to our area. As one of
the first centers in the region, it is important to keep up
displays and activities at the Lost Island Nature Center.
Donations have assisted with adding newer displays,
updating technology, and replacing outdated taxidermy.

The wetland diorama, the first display seen as guests
enter the Lost Island Nature Center, is our oldest
display. With your gift, the diorama may be updated.
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The Foundation Board is raising funds to replace our

educational wetland diorama with an interactive display
for guests to enjoy.

The Gift Shop in our Nature Center is a great place to
stop for T-shirts and sweatshirts imprinted with our
Lost Island Nature Center logo.
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Update to Diorama, continued on page 3
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DIRECTOR’S DESK

From the Director’s Desk—Rob Allen
Looking Back

As the fall season approaches it’s
always nice to reflect on the busy
spring and summer months we have
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seen in 2024. Each year seems to go
faster and faster and this summer was no exception.
I've already started seeing glimpses of fall approaching.
The mourning doves and green-winged teal are
migrating south, walnut trees are beginning to change
the color of their leaves, and cooler temperatures are
coming through at night.

Flooding: With the historical flooding which took place
in June, Palo Alto County Conservation Board has been
busy removing debris from trails, parking lots, and boat
ramps. PACCB staff have done an excellent job cleaning
up after the flood while still doing their day-to-day
operations. PACCB employees will be doing large-scale
prescribed burns next spring to help remove debris in
our wildlife areas while also trying to manage all the new
weed seeds that traveled onto county areas in the
floodwater. Thistles, reed canary, garlic mustard, and
other invasive species will be our focus while doing
prescribed fires in the spring of 2025.

Pictured above: summer camp participant at the

new archery range.

Fall/Winter 2024

Archery Range: While the Des Moines River was
flooded, PACCB staff were able to complete a new
archery range at Huston Park. The sport of archery has
come a long way in the last five years. Some schools
now have a National Archery in the School Program
(NASP), and hunters seem to want to get back to the
basics of bow hunting. This range is not only for
beginners but can accommodate the advanced archer
with a 70-yard range from the shooting platform. All
you will need to bring to the range is your bow, arrows,
and target. This range will be open year-round with
range hours being one half-hour after sunrise through

one half-hour before sunset.

Pictured above: new archery range platform.

Looking Forward

The PACCB will continue to clean up and repair damage
from the June flood. Our park technicians will continue
hauling in new rock for parking lots, seeding areas
where the grass has died, and cutting hazardous trees
damaged by flood waters.

This fall, park staff plan to restore our Prairie Gold
wetland, if weather conditions are favorable. This
wetland holds roughly eight acres of water and when
restored, will be a shallow seasonal wetland. The plan is
to reconstruct the overflow structure and repair any
damage to the current dike.

These wetlands are vital in mitigating flooding by
slowing and holding waterflow during high-flow events.

Director’s Report continued on page 3
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CONTINUED - DIRECTOR’S DESK

Wetlands serve other beneficial purposes, such as:
high-carbon capture, filtering nitrogen and phosphorus
from the water, providing recreational opportunities,
and sheltering several wildlife species.

This winter you will notice PACCB staff removing dead
ash trees from our county parks. The Emerald Ash Borer
has officially been reported as infecting ash trees in Palo
Alto County. Staff will be stacking wood in several
locations in county parks as they cut down the trees. If
you would like a salvage wood permit to collect wood or
if you wish to donate a replacement tree, please contact
Rob Allen at 712-837-4866.

Nelson, the Milk Snake
At the start of summer, a tragedy occurred at the nature
center with the loss of our beloved corn snake. She was
close to 20 years old and provided many memories for
residents of Palo Alto County. The wonderful Van Wyhe
family of West Bend reached out to staff, offering to
sponsor a new snake for the nature center. Amy Van
Wyhe mentioned that her kids loved seeing the corn
snake on trips to the Nature Center and during
classroom visits, becoming snake lovers because of
them! One of their children is pursuing a career in
biology because of the influence these programs using
our snake had on her as she grew up. With this generous
donation we picked out a milk snake for our next
educational animal. Come out to the nature center to
meet Nelson, the milk snake.
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Nelson the snake is red, with yellow bands inside black
bands. A colorful species of snake, Nelson will soon be
ready to visit school classrooms in Palo Alto County.

Update to Diorama, continued from page 1

With the help of McCullough Creative, a company
headquartered in Dubuque, the staff has been
constructing a design that will blend in with the current
aesthetics of the center, but also provide a more
modern display. The new display will have a wetland
diorama, similar to the current display, but will also
feature terrariums for live animals, a touch screen
monitor to learn about wetlands, and a crawl-through
tunnel to view a wetland from underneath.
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These updates will not be possible without the help of
donors as we continue to provide conservation,
education, and recreation to Palo Alto County.

GRANT AWARD

An improvement completed this year at Huston Park
Beach was the installation of new outdoor showers. The
Lost Island Protective Association (LIPA) was awarded a
grant from the Palo Alto County Gaming and
Development Corp (PACGDC) to complete the project.
Lost Island Lake is conducive to “swimmers’ itch” during
warm summers. This is a sign of good water quality,
which is one of LIPA’s goals as an organization. Although
uncomfortable, the infection is short-lived. The best way
to prevent the itch is to rinse off as soon as possible after
a swim. The outdoor showers are located on the north
side of the beach restrooms.

Thank you LIPA and PACGDC for these two needed
showers!

Fall/Winter 2024
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NATURALIST’S PROGRAM NEWS BY KAITLIN ANDERSON

It’s hard to believe the end of summer has already
arrived! But what a busy summer it was for Palo Alto
County Conservation. Busy is always a good thing in my
mind and even better when it is spent outdoors
providing education and recreation for Palo Alto County!

Our Little Explorers program, for ages 3-5 years old, was
held again this summer. We had an enthusiastic bunch
for each monthly session with some returning
participants and others being new. As a few of the kids
age out and move on to summer camps next year, | look
forward to continuing this program to introduce our

littlest explorers to nature.

mer camp of 2"°-4"" graders playi a

dino egg game.

”Dg It” sum

Summer camps were a big hit this year! The 24t grade
campers put on their digging caps and became

Fall/Winter 2024

archeologists/paleontologists for a “Dig It” themed camp.
They learned about artifacts and dinosaurs with hands-on
lessons, games, and crafts. Our younger campers in grades
kindergarten-1* got down and dirty with nature when they
came to the “Bugs, Slugs, and Slime” camp. These
campers visited the marsh, had sensory play with the slime
they each made, and constructed a bug obstacle course.

Our oldest campers for grades 5th_gth spent their camp
with many hands-on adventures practicing archery,
kayaking/paddleboarding, geocaching, and making

fire starters. All the camps allow kids to experience
adventures outdoors and to meet and interact with new
people.

We offered
a new
program
for older
kids and
adults: a
make-and-
take hiking
stick.

Before-
hand, ash
saplings had been collected, stripped of bark, and cut to

Hiking stick make-and-take program.

appropriate height. Class participants were then given the
tools to sand and varnish their hiking sticks and add décor
that they preferred, such as beads, feathers, and twine. As
everyone hikes with their new sticks, they are

encouraged to continue adding items to their stick as a
reminder of their adventures.

Now comes the fall and winter season with a change of
pace as | begin entering classrooms again and
implementing public programs. | have reached out to
the area schools and | am so happy to receive positive
responses from new classrooms to visit! My favorite part
of county conservation is teaching the kids in preschool
and progressing with them as they grow their love for
nature through their time in the schools.
Public programs coming up will be some of our season
favorites. Keep an eye out for sign-up!
https://www.paloaltoccb.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS

2024-2025 Junior Naturalists
| Get your child signed up for the Junior Naturalists
i program! This is for kids in 4th, 5th, and 6th grades.
| We will meet one Saturday a month from October-May
1 to spend a morning outdoors! Activities will be things
i like ice fishing, cross country skiing, archery, and
1 geocaching-just to name a few.

Annual Photo Contest
October 7 Monday 3:30 pm

Time to submit a photo for our annual contest is winding
down. Participants must have taken the photo between
October 1st, 2023 and October 1st, 2024 in Palo Alto
County and then must submit their photos to the Nature
Center no later than October 7th. Please submit an 8 x 10
of your photo with the following information: Name,

Address, Phone #, Photo Title,
Location of the Photo, and
Age of Photographer. Photo
must be nature related. Cash
prizes will be awarded for the

top three photos in two age
categories. *This year, we are limiting the entries to two
per person.* Photos will be displayed at the annual Dad'’s
Belgian Waffle Fundraiser for the Lost Island Nature
Center on October 13th at the Emmetsburg VFW. Guests
of the breakfast will be voting on their favorite photos!

NATURE CENTER WINTER HOURS: Volunteers have
provided their time to open the Nature Center on
Saturdays and Sundays since April. On December 7 & 8
visitors will have a final weekend to see the Nature
Center (and the live decorated trees) for the 2024
season. Our office hours are 9 am to 4pm, Monday
through Friday. We ask the public to please call ahead
to 712-837-4866 before coming out to see what’s inside
the Nature Center. Staff may not always be available.
The Lost Island Huston Park is open all-year-round for

activities in all four seasons!

Most programs require pre-registration by calling
712-837-4866. Unless noted, programs take place at
the Lost Island Nature Center.

Fall/Winter 2024

Lost Island Nature Center
Fundraiser

Dad’s Belgian Waffles
Emmetsburg VFW
Sunday, October 13, 2024
8:30 am - 12:30 pm

Tickets: $10.00
Kids 5 and under are Free.
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Carry Outs Available!

Sponsored by: Palo Alto County Conservation Foundation
Celebrating Conservation, Education & Recreation

Advance tickets are available at the Lost Island Nature Center
3267 350th Avenue, Ruthven or call (712)837-4866

Foundation Board Members will have tickets available for sale.

Sue Anne Deitering, Brian Malm, Pat Molitor,
Julie Nelson, Audrey Peton, Mike Kendall, Heidi Knapp

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!

“INVASION"
Tuesday

Halloween Hike

October 15 6:30 pm start time

Lost Island Huston Park has been invaded! Come meet
some animals that are known as “invasive” to Palo Alto
County. All hikes begin at the south picnic shelter in the
park and guides will take you on the trails to meet these
critters.

Sign up for a timeslot, beginning at 6:30pm with the last
hike leaving at 8pm. Hikes depart every 10 minutes with
groups of 20 hikers. Children 12 and under must be
accompanied by an adult. Hikes last about 45 minutes
with treats to follow in the Lost Island Nature Center

basement.

Make your reservations by calling the County
Conservation Board at 712-837-4866.
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MORE UPCOMING EVENTS

Wreath Making
November 16 Saturday 1:00 pm

Come to the Lost Island Nature Center to make a wreath
out of live cedar. We will provide all you need,
including some limited decorations. If you have any
special décor, feel free to bring it along and add it to
your wreath. Receive a discount if you bring your metal
hoop from wreath making in the past. Cost $10

This class is for ages 18 and up and the
class is limited to 10 participants.
Pre-registration is required by calling
712-837-4866.

{Christmas Open House |
; December 5 Thursday 3:00-5:00 pm

i Be sure to mark the date on your calendars! You are

i invited to the Lost Island Nature Center for our annual

: Christmas Open House. We will be featuring live

; Christmas trees decorated by area businesses and

i organizations. There will be holiday treats, coffee, and

: apple cider served. See the beauty of nature in the holiday
E season!

é

Cocoa Picasso
December 27 Thursday 10:00 am

This is a make-and-take event for kids ages 8-14 years
old at the Lost Island Nature Center. Kids will be led
through painting a nature themed picture while sipping
hot cocoa. This class is limited to 10 kids.
Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866.

Youth Ice Fishing

January 11 Saturday 10:00 am-12:00 pm

This is a come-and-go event for kids 15 and under.
Learn about the sport of ice fishing and let’s see what all
we can catch under the ice! We will meet at the Lost
Island Boat Dock and all equipment (ice shacks, heaters,
poles, bait, etc.) will be provided. Members of the lowa
Great Lakes Fishing Club will be assisting.

If you would prefer to receive our bi-yearly
newsletter by e-mail, please notify us.

By e-mail: paccb@paloaltocounty.iowa.gov
By Phone: 712-837-4866

Fall/Winter 2024

Chili Cook-Off
February 22 Saturday 12:00-1:00 pm

Come out to the Lost Island Nature Center for our annual
chili cookoff! Vote for your favorite while enjoying
cornbread, cinnamon rolls, and a beverage. You won’t
leave hungry!

If you would like to be one of our chili makers, call the
Lost Island Nature Center to get signed up. Must be 18
or older to be a chili make. You will make your chili at
home and bring in a crockpot an hour before the event
starts. Chili makers must pre-register by February 20" by
calling 712-837-4866.

Bird House Making for Adults

March 29th Saturday 1:00-2:00pm

For ages 18 and up. Come out to the Lost Island Nature
Center and make a wren house for your yard. We will
provide the lumber and building supplies. Cost is $20.

Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866.
Limit of 10 participants.

Rob and Kaitlin stand by the new beehive installed in April.
Rob built it this last winter. Rather than a regular box hive,
this one is two-sided and swings back and forth. Now,
visitors may look at both sides of the hive to see the bees
working to keep the beehive “busy.” If you’re patient, you
may even spot the queen. We want to thank Aureon
Network Services for awarding PACCB a grant to cover the
costs of the new beehive.
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OUR SUPPORTERS

The Conservation Foundation Board would like to thank everyone for their contributions. You have allowed us to

continue providing experiences for our youth, civic groups, and the general public. Your gift helps to provide

education, conservation and recreation programs which allows us to be the best we can be. Thank you again for your

generous contributions.

DONATIONS

Angie Beem

Clay County Garden Club
David Cole

Rosemary Geelan

lowa Lakes Electric Coop
lowa State Bank of Ruthven
Ed and Jen Meyer

Leo Mundus

David and Julie Nelson
Sherri Post

Chuck and Therese Schany
Terry and Trudi Snavely
Melissa Studer

Ann Waldstein

BRICK DONORS
None at this time
MEMORIALS

Nancy Cozine, Peter and Colleen Hart
IMO Skip Collins

Ray Grandstaff
IMO Lula Grandstaff and Janet Meyer

Jane Hoyman
IMO Janet Meyer and William Boese

Pat Nicol
IMO John Anneberg

Charles and Ursula Roberts
Memorial

Rose Mary Rustan
Jerome Klepper, Sharon Ganssle, and
Donna Salton

GRANT AWARD

Five Island Lake Association (FILA)
was awarded a grant through

Palo Alto County Gaming and
Development Corp (PACGDC) for a
new floating dock at our Duhigg
Park located on the northeast side
of Five Island Lake. This dock has
been used by fishermen, kayakers,
and especially visitors just wanting
to enjoy a view of the lake. Thank
you FILA and PACGDC for this
great addition to Duhigg Park.

The public thanks you!

Support Conservation and Environmental Education in Palo Alto County

by donating to the Conservation Foundation!

My contribution to the Conservation Foundation:

$50___  $100___
$1,000 Other: $

$25__
$500___

$250___ $25

$500

Send your donation payable to:
Palo Alto Conservation Foundation
PO Box 417, Ruthven, IA 51358
Your donation is tax deductible. Donations of $1,000 or

more will be recognized on the plaque in our classroom.

apply. Example:

My contribution to the Endowment Fund:

$50
$1,000

$100
Other $

$250___

The Endowment Fund allows you to receive the maximum tax
deduction and the Endow lowa 25% State Tax Credit may

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

Email

Fall/Winter 2024

Cash gift $1,000 $10,000 $100,000
Endow lowa Tax Credit (25%) | ($250) (52,500) ($25,000)
Federal Tax Savings* ($277.50) |($2,770) ($27,750)
Net cost of gift $472.50 $4,725 $47,250
* Based on an individual or married couples in the 37% federal tax bracket.
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Palo Alto County Conservation Board
PO Box 417

Ruthven, IA 51358

712-837-4866

Address Service Requested

Our programs and facilities are consistent
with pertinent federal and state laws and
regulations on non-discrimination regarding
race, color, national origin, sex, age, and

handicap.
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RAIN
SNAKE
HILLS
LEAVES
VALLEYS
MOUNTAINS
RIVERS
WORMS
SNOW
TREES
STREAMS
INSECTS
LAKES
WIND
STONES
BIRDS
FIRES
DIRT
SKY
FLOWERS

Play this puzzle online at : https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle 420414/
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Palo Alto County
Conservation Board
Email: paccb@ruthventel.com
Website: www.paloaltoccb.org

Conservation Board Members
Jeff Reichter, Emmetsburg
Sam Henkelvig, Emmetsburg
Tim Murphy, Ruthven
Ron Brown, West Bend
Kyle Auten, Emmetsburg

Foundation Board Members
SueAnn Deitering, Emmetsburg
Mike Kendall, Ruthven
Brian Malm, Emmetsburg
Pat Molitor, Ruthven
Julie Nelson, Ruthven
Audrey Peton, Graettinger
Heidi Knapp, West Bend

Conservation Board Staff
Rob Allen, Executive Director
Kaitlin Anderson, Naturalist
Blake Jesse, Operations Supervisor
Brody Krieg, Park Ranger
Shannon Pascual, Office Manager
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