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Casino Grant Palo Alto County Gaming and
Development Corporation awarded PACCB a grant for
auxiliary hydraulics in our new John Deere tractor. This
hydraulic system will be a valuable piece of equipment to
assist the PACCB in the management of our lands and it
will be used with our grapple bucket to remove and pile
aquatic vegetation, brush, and trees in our parks. It will
also give PACCB the ability to further expand our
methods of management with different attachments for
the tractor. The hydraulic system will speed up PACCB
operations while also offering safety to staff working
inside equipment. Thank you PACGDC for your continued
support!

Jesse and Molly Leman family, our 2024 campground hosts.

We Are Hiring!  We are looking for a seasonal park
technician to start at the end of the school year for
approximately three months at 40 hours/week. May
require some weekend hours through the summer.
Wage is $15.00/hour.

Duties include but not limited to: mowing, janitorial,
facility maintenance, trail maintenance, campground
patrol, and minor construction. Will need to be able to
operate a variety of hand tools, power tools, equipment,

S 2 i T ~ and vehicles after training.
PACCB staff accept a grant from PACGDC. Requirements: Ability to routinely stand, walk, sit, kneel,
Campground Hosts Jesse and Molly Leman reside in and operate tools for extended periods. Be able to lift 50

pounds. Follow written and oral instructions. Ability to
work outside in all weather conditions.

Must be 18 years of age and have a valid driver’s license.
Prefer education and experience in natural resource
management field, but not required.

years, they are excited to settle in and make Huston Park |14 Apply: send resume’ and job application to Rob Allen
Campground their home away from home! They look at rallen@paloaltocounty.iowa.gov. Application is
forward to meeting new people and making this a available on our website at https://paloaltoccb.org

Emmetsburg, 1A with their two boys, Gus and Gavin.
They are a family who loves the outdoors, the lowa
Hawkeyes, camping, and simply being together. After
traveling to several campgrounds over the past few

memorable, fun camping season for all!
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DIRECTOR’S DESK

From the Director’s Desk—Rob Allen
This winter has been an interesting
s | One, to say the least. Above-average
temperatures with low amounts of
precipitation and one of the earliest

ice-out dates on record meant our
crews were able to work in the field the entire winter.
The staff completed many projects which normally
would have waited until dry weather.

PACCB crew has been busy preparing for Emerald Ash
Borer which will eventually kill all ash trees in our
county. We have cut down many ash trees along the
road and parking lots through Huston Park this winter.
We want to be proactive in reducing our ash tree
population at Huston Park so the impact of the invasive
insects will be less severe when they do arrive in Palo
Alto County.

PACCB staff will continue to remove ash trees
throughout Palo Alto County in our other areas in the
next couple of years. Unfortunately, the timber market
is flooded with ash trees, making selling the wood
impossible. If you would like a salvage permit, please
contact Rob Allen at 712-837-4866.

PACCB staff have also been thinning trees and brush
around our oak plantings throughout the county. The

oaks were planted somewhere between 15-20 years ago.

During that time, less desirable tree species started to
crowd the oaks. Removal of less desirable trees such as
ash, cottonwood, and maple trees, allows the beautiful
oak trees the greatest chance for survival.
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PACCB crews collected large numbers of acorns and
have spread the acorns throughout the county in our
managed areas where there is timber. County crews
have also done a nut-seeding at the Brushy Bayou
Wildlife area near Emmetsburg. This will encourage a
higher density of oak trees and increase wildlife cover.

Palo Alto County is not known for having a high diversity
of tree species and timbers tend toward cottonwood,
ash, maples, and boxelder trees. By adding these
acorns, we are introducing oak trees into our timbers
which will increase the diversity of tree species and
provide additional nesting and food for wildlife. PACCB
will continue to collect and plant acorns into public
timbers for years to come.

Blanding’s Turtle ‘

Last fall, PACCB was fortunate to have the Board of
Supervisors transfer management of a 32-acre gravel
pit, north of Lost Island Lake, to the Conservation Board.
This area has resident Blanding’s turtles which are a
state-threatened species. PACCB immediately started
to improve the habitat for the turtles. The Palo Alto
Gaming and Development Corporation awarded PACCB
a grant to remove black locust trees, which are invasive
and have a low habitat value for Blanding’s turtles. This
tree removal was completed in early November and the
clearing was then seeded to native grasses collected
locally by an lowa Lakes Community College class.

DIRECTOR’S NEWS CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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CONTINUED - DIRECTOR’S DESK

UPCOMING EVENTS

Continued management will be needed to permanently

remove the seed source of the black locust and
re-establish habitat for wildlife.

One of many small ponds near which black locusts
were removed.

| am excited to start the 2024 prescribed burn season.
This year PACCB has planned for 1,000 acres to be burned
for the spring. PACCB staff are focusing on areas that
have a high density of brome grass and on areas where
trees have started to encroach into our prairies. Our
prescribed burn list includes Burns Prairie, Hauschen
Wildlife Area, H.O. Helgen Slough, Larson Prairie,
Pheasant Run, Prairie Gold Wildlife Area, Sportsman
Recreation Area, Telford Prairie, and West Fork Wetlands.

The PACCB crew will start our burn season when the
brome grass begins to grow, and trees have started to
bud or leaf out. After the burn, brome grass and trees
will be stressed dramatically, which will allow our warm
season grasses the chance to flourish.

Fly Casting and Fly Tying

April 13 Saturday See below for details

Fly Casting: Instruction will take place at the beach area.
All equipment will be provided but you are welcome to
bring your own fly rod. Fee is $25.00 for 45 minutes of
instruction. Students must be 12 years old or older.

Choose one time slot: Each slot is limited to 3 people.
*8 am to 9:15 am

*9:30 am to 10:45 am

*11:00 am to 12:15 pm

Fly Tying: Instruction will take place at the Lost Island
Nature Center. All supplies will be provided. Fee is $35
per person. Practice stations may be shared by 2 people;
the fee is then S50 per pair. Students must be 12 years
old or older.

Choose one time slot:
*1 pmto 3 pm
*3 pmto5pm

Registration Deadline for either event is April 10th!
Call 712-837-4866 or stop at the Nature Center,
3267-350th Avenue, Ruthven. Make checks payable to:
PACCB, PO Box 417, Ruthven, 51358

Questions? Call the Nature Center @ 712-837-4866

Did you know? You can plant acorns to grow some
strong, sturdy oak trees. How do you know if the acorn
is good for planting and growing? Use
the float test. Pick up acorns around the
yard and put them in a bucket of water.
If they sink, they’re good; if they float,
leave them for the squirrels.

Wings and Wetlands

May 11 Saturday
(Date Subject to Change)

1:00 to 4:00 pm

Ages 6 and up. Join Ducks Unlimited for a day of
hands-on activities learning about wildlife around the
wetlands. Pre-registration is required no later than
May 3rd by calling 712-837-4866

Most programs require pre-registration by calling
712-837-4866. Unless noted, programs take place at
the Lost Island Nature Center.

Spring/Summer 2024
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NATURALIST’S PROGRAM NEWS BY KAITLIN ANDERSON

We didn’t spend the winter in a wonderland, which meant
no snowshoeing, cross country skiing, or ice fishing. But
there was still plenty going on during the fall and winter
seasons at the Lost Island Nature Center and throughout
the county for educational programs!

| was out on maternity leave during the fall season, which
put a delay on a few of our normal activities. The
Halloween Hike was another success due to the assistance
of volunteers and staff. This year the theme was “Swamp
Creatures”. We had 12 wonderful actors, 10 trail guides,
two helping pass out treats after the hike, and cookies
made by the Fern Valley 4-H club and the Early Education
class from ILCC. This is one of our ageless events and we
couldn’t do it without the help of so many volunteers!

Hikers stop to visit the Mallard Duck, one of the
Swamp Creatures on the Halloween Hike.

Education programs for the county started back up in late
December. | have been lucky to pick up right where | left
off at the end of summer with visits to daycares, schools,
care centers, and libraries,
along with an array of public
events.

A new set of programs
offered at the Nature Center
are lessons once a month for
our families that home
school. There is an active
bunch in our area and | strive
to reach out to every child
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and adult in our county. By offering these programs, we
are able to encounter even more individuals to teach
about nature and conservation. It’s wonderful to know
that Palo Alto County is eager to have programs offered
in all aspects and | was happy to jump back in and start
sharing my knowledge of nature.

Spring will be another busy time of the year with field
trips, the end of classroom visits, the nature center
switching to summer hours, and training. | received a
scholarship to offset costs to attend the NAI (National
Association for Interpretation) Heartland Region
Workshop. This funding was provided by the Resource
Enhancement and Protection Conservation Education
Program (REAP CEP), lowa Association of Naturalists
(IAN), and lowa County Conservation System (ICCS). This
workshop will be a great opportunity to reconnect with
lowa Naturalists, but also network with many
environmental educators from the Midwest region.

Summer programs will be a time to get Palo Alto County
outdoors. We host summer camps, weekend programs,
and many other public outings for all ages to enjoy.
Some of the programs are posted as scheduled events in
this newsletter.

‘ Cocoa Picasso * December 2023

Watch our Facebook page or visit our website for
updates to any events.

TURN THE PAGE FOR MORE UPCOMING EVENTS....
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Kids’ Fishing Derby

June 1 Saturday 9:00 am to 11:30 am

Ages 15 and under. Registration begins at 9:00 am at the
Nature Center. Kids will go out to a spot of their choice
on Lost Island Lake and must return to the NC at

10:30 am with their catch. Prizes will be given for biggest
fish. A casting contest will also take place beginning at
10:30 am in front of the NC.

Marsh Madness

June 4 Tuesday 9:00 am to 10:00 am

Come out to the Lost Island Marsh and learn more about
this extremely biodiverse habitat! Nets will be provided
to get a closer look at what is living in the water. Older
clothes are highly recommended.

Great for all ages!

Summer Camp for grades 2nd-4th

June 20/21  Thursday/Friday  10:00 am to 12:00 pm

For kids going into 2nd, 3rd, or 4th grade. Come out to
the Lost Island Nature Center and spend a morning
learning new skills and having plenty of fun outdoors!
More information to come. Watch our website or
Facebook page!

Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866.

Paddleboarding at Lost Island Lake

June 28 Friday 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm

We will bring paddleboards to Lost Island beach for all to
enjoy. If new to paddleboarding, we will help you get
started and teach you how it’s done! This is a come and
go event and best suited for ages 12 and up.

Little Explorers

June 11 Tuesday 10:00 am to 11:00 am

Ages 3-5. Bring your little nature lover out to the Nature
Center for hands-on lessons on a nature topic!
Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866

Most programs require pre-registration by calling
712-837-4866. Unless noted, programs take place at
the Lost Island Nature Center.

Kayaking at Lost Island Lake

June 13 Thursday 5:00 pm

Join us for an evening excursion on Lost Island Lake!
We will meet you at Lost Island Nature Center.
Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866.
Use one of our kayaks or bring your own.

Bike Ride Around Lost Island

July 5 Friday 4:30 pm

Meet at the Lost Island Nature Center for a leisurely ride
around Lost Island Lake. We will make frequent stops to
enjoy the sites and sounds of the lake area.

Ride is approximately six miles.

Beginner’s Adult Archery

June 15 Saturday 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm

Ages 18 & up. Have you always wanted to see if archery
was for you, but never sure where to start? Come out to
the shelter house across from the swimming beach at
Lost Island and we will have a lesson on archery! All
equipment will be provided. Pre-registration is required
by calling 712-837-4866.

Live Animal Meet and Greet

July 6 Saturday 10:00 am to 12:00 pm

This is a come and go event to learn more about the
animals we have at the Nature Center. Guests will be
able to hold and pet some of the critters.

Little Explorers

July 9 Tuesday 10:00 am to 11:00 am

Ages 3-5. Bring your little nature lover out to the Nature
Center for hands-on lessons on a nature topic!
Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866

Spring/Summer 2024
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MORE UPCOMING EVENTS

Kayaking at Silver Lake

July 11 Thursday 5:00 pm

Meet at Salton Park on Silver Lake. Bring your own kayak
or use one of ours!
Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866

Kite Decorating-A Make and Take

July 13 Saturday 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm

Come out to decorate a kite at the north shelter house in
Lost Island Huston Park (by the beach.) For kids of all
ages! You will keep your kite but you should try it out
first. Fly it on the hill by the shelter house.
Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866

Summer Camp for grades 5th-8th

July 25/26 Thursday/Friday 9:00 am to 12:00 pm

For kids going into 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grades. Come
out to the Lost Island Nature Center to learn a variety of
skills. This will be a very hands-on outdoor learning
experience. More information to come. Watch our
website or Facebook page!

Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866.

Summer Camp for grades K-1st

July 18/19 Thursday/Friday 10:00 am to 12:00 pm

For kids going into kindergarten and 1st grade. Come out
to the Lost Island Nature Center for a morning of
exploring, games, crafts, and making new friends! More
information to come. Watch our website or Facebook
page! Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866

Make your own walking sticks!

July 27 Saturday 9:00 am to 11:30 am

For ages 12 and up. Come out to make a walking stick.
We will have things to use to design your personalized
stick that you can take home and use anytime you go out
on a hike. Stay after the program for a hike through the
Lost Island park trails. Pre-registration is required by
calling 712-837-4866.

Paddleboarding at Lost Island Lake

July 19 Friday 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm

We will bring paddleboards to Lost Island beach for all to
enjoy. If new to paddleboarding, we will help you get
started and teach you how it’s done! This is a come and
go event and best suited for ages 12 and up.

Nocturnal Hike

August 10 Saturday 9:00 pm

Meet at the Lost Island Nature Center and then venture
out to the trails in the dark to learn about the
adaptations of animals found during an lowa summer
night.

Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866.

Prairie Paradise

July 23 Tuesday 9:00 am to 10:00 am

Come out to learn all about the prairie. We will hike and
create art projects using many of the plants found on
these open areas. Great for all ages!

Little Explorers

August 13 Tuesday 10:00 am to 11:00 am

For kids ages 3-5. Bring your little nature lover out to the
Nature Center for hands-on lessons on a nature topic!
Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866.

Most programs require pre-registration by calling
712-837-4866. Unless noted, programs take place at
the Lost Island Nature Center.

Kayaking at Five Island Lake

August 15 Thursday 5:00 pm

Meet at Soper Park in Emmetsburg. Bring your own
kayak or use one of ours! Pre-registration is required by
calling 712-837-4866.

Spring/Summer 2024
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OUR SUPPORTERS

The Conservation Foundation Board would like to thank everyone for their contributions. You have allowed us to
continue providing experiences for our youth, civic groups, and the general public. Your gift helps to provide
education, conservation and recreation programs which allows us to be the best we can be. Thank you again for your
generous contributions.

DONATIONS
Rick & Margo Adams

Berkland & Brown Law Office
David Cole

Five J Account — Fischer Family
Maureen Horsley

Hughes, Brennan, & Wirtz
John & Kay Kibbie

Ivan & Pat Lauck

Rosemary Matthews

Jim & Sharon Neighbors
Anne Nelson

Charles & Ursula Roberts
Chuck & Therese Schany
Terry & Trudi Snavely, JimGlo

Robert & Lynn Swan

BRICK DONORS

Jerome & Diane Godden
IMO Bernadette and Harvey Godden

Wayne Johnson
IMO Ole Johnson, We Love You

Lost Island Protective Assn
Joann Aldrich, LIPA Treasurer

Marilyn & Ron Neuerburg
IMO George & Alma Schlosser
Karen Freel & Children Alta (Freel)
May (Olson)

Kristi Stephas
Roger & Marcia Stephas

David and Cathy Wyatt
IMO Wilbert Bielfeldt

MEMORIALS

Maureen & Joel Horsley
IMO friends

Support Conservation and Environmental Education in Palo Alto County
by donating to the Conservation Foundation!

My contribution to the Conservation Foundation:

$25_ $50___  $100___  $250__

$500 $1,000 Other: $

Send your donation payable to:
Palo Alto Conservation Foundation
PO Box 417, Ruthven, IA 51358
Your donation is tax deductible. Donations of $1,000 or

My contribution to the Endowment Fund:

$25 $50___ $100___  $250____

$500 $1,000 Other $

The Endowment Fund allows you to receive the maximum tax
deduction and the Endow lowa 25% State Tax Credit may
apply. Example:

Cash gift $1,000 $10,000 $100,000
more will be recognized on the plaque in our classroom.

Endow lowa Tax Credit (25%) | ($250) (52,500) ($25,000)
Name

Federal Tax Savings* ($277.50) |($2,770) ($27,750)
Address
City/State/Zip Net cost of gift $472.50 $4,725 $47,250
Phone Email * Based on an individual or married couples in the 37% federal tax bracket.
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Palo Alto County Conservation Board
PO Box 417

Ruthven, IA 51358

712-837-4866

Address Service Requested

Our programs and facilities are consistent
with pertinent federal and state laws and
regulations on non-discrimination regarding
race, color, national origin, sex, age, and

handicap.

Stamp Here

Postal Patron Local

NEW AT THE GIFT SHOP!  Our newest addition to the Lost Island Nature
Center are stickers. They are perfect for laptops, tumblers, or tablets.
We have one that is personalized with Lost Island for our campers!

LOST ISLAN
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Palo Alto County
Conservation Board
Email: paccb@ruthventel.com
Website: www.paloaltoccb.org

Conservation Board Members
Jeff Reichter, Emmetsburg
Sam Henkelvig, Emmetsburg
Tim Murphy, Ruthven
Ron Brown, West Bend
Kyle Auten, Emmetsburg

Foundation Board Members
SueAnn Deitering, Emmetsburg
Mike Kendall, Ruthven
Brian Malm, Emmetsburg
Pat Molitor, Ruthven
Julie Nelson, Ruthven
Audrey Peton, Graettinger
Heidi Knapp, West Bend

Conservation Board Staff
Rob Allen, Executive Director
Kaitlin Anderson, Naturalist
Blake Jesse, Operations Supervisor
Brody Krieg, Park Ranger
Shannon Pascual, Office Manager
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