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Lost Island-Huston Campground

Lost Island-Huston Park Campground

We often get calls in the office about the campground
located just across the road from the Lost Island
Nature Center. It is always a pleasure to meet our
guests in person or field questions by phone. Below is
information to answer some of the most FAQ:

Do you take reservations:

Our campground is a first-come, first-serve facility, so
please call ahead of time so we can check how many
sites are currently available. Our campground has 23
sites available for the public to use; all sites have
electric 30-amp and 50-amp service, water, fire pit,
and picnic tables. Nine of the twenty-three sites also
have sewer line installed.

How much does it cost to camp?

Our full hookup sites cost $25 per night while all
other sites cost $20 per night. PACCB also has a
14-day maximum stay and campers must leave for

3 days before returning so other people may have the
chance to stay at our campground. We ask our
campers to buy their firewood locally to prevent the
transfer of forest insects such as Spongy Moth “Gypsy
Moth” and Emerald Ash Borer. We do have firewood
available in our campground at the cost of 20 pieces
of wood for $10.

What amenities are available?

In our campground we do have two separate
restrooms & shower locations and a playground,
sandbox, and basketball hoop for the kids to enjoy.
Just a short walk away from the campground is our
Lost Island Nature Center which is open during the
weekends in the summer for all who would like to
visit. Our concrete walking trail is also very close to
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the campground for convenient access. This trail runs
from the north side of Huston Park and travels south to
Electric Park. Bicycle riders may also take advantage of
the concrete trail.

Other accommodations you will be able to enjoy in
Huston Park are a natural swimming beach, boat ramp,
fishing/docks, fish cleaning station, picnicking, bird
watching, and hiking. In addition, if you follow Lost Island
Nature Center on Facebook you may catch other events
happening during your stay, hosted by our Naturalist.

Meet our Campground Hosts

PACCB employs campground hosts each season to
provide assistance to campers with firewood, maintain
bathrooms and showers, and monitor the sites and the
campers.
They are
available
mainly on the
weekends.

For the 2023
camping
season PACCB
has hired a
couple from
Elma, lowa.
Randy and
Lisa Thoren
are long-time
campers and
they are excited to be the hosts this summer.

Our season usually starts mid-May and closes
mid-October depending on the weather. Watch
Facebook and our website for any updates on official
opening and closing dates.
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DIRECTOR’S DESK

Allen

———1 Spring is one of my favorite times of

il the year! Lakes and rivers thaw,
waterfowl start their spring migration,

and new plant growth may be seen
emerging after a long winter.

Spring is also an exciting time to work in the
conservation field because spring means prescribed burn
season! Prescribed burns are the most cost-efficient
wildlife management tool available to conservation year
after year. It’s possible to burn hundreds of acres of
prairie in a single day if the weather conditions are
favorable.

lowa’s prairies are fire-dependent which means prairies
need fire to continue to thrive. Without fire, these
prairies will eventually be overrun by tree & shrub
species, brome grass, reed canary, and other undesirable
species. Our native grasses are mainly warm season
grasses which means they grow during the warm season
of the year; not in early spring like brome grass, for
example. lowa historically was 95% prairie and when a
prairie fire started it could easily burn for days
encompassing massive areas of land. Even the Native
Americans were known to burn prairies to encourage the
bison to graze on the fresh green plants after burns.
There are many determining factors when deciding the
timing of these burns. For example, if an area is dense
with brome grass or any other cool season plants, we
tend to burn later in spring to make the greatest impact
on these unwanted species. These late season burns

Late Spring Prescribed Burn
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tend to burn slower and have dark smoke plume due to
burning the green leaves of brome grass.

If the prairie holds a highly dense population of native
plants, then burns can be done very early in the spring.
This timing represents a dormant burn in which the
forbs “flowers” will be favored. These early season
burns tend to be very hot, move fast, and have a white
smoke color. These prescribed burns benefit wildlife by
recycling the nutrients in the soil, providing excellent
nesting habitat, and reducing noxious weeds & trees.

arIy Sring Prescribed Burn

Projects throughout the County

Silver Lake Dam Area

PACCB staff have been busy this winter working at
removing overgrown trees at our Silver Lake dam
location. Staff have been eliminating trees encroaching
on roadways while also trimming and opening sites
along the lake for fishing access. This location is ideal
for people to have close parking to the lake and be able
to enjoy fishing Silver Lake in comfort. PACCB is also
going to be repairing the existing road by hauling in
new rock and then grading it. People should be able to
take advantage of the improved road by late spring.

Sportsman Recreation Area

PACCB will also be installing a small boat ramp at the
pond of Sportsman Recreational Area this spring. The
materials for the project have all been generously
donated. Sportsman’s pond was renovated during the
fall of 2019 and restocked with bluegill, large mouth
bass, and channel catfish. Since that time, all the fish
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species have shown great growth and we anticipate
the 30-acre pond will be a great place to take the
family fishing for a day.

Riverview Wildlife Area

PACCB received permits this winter to go forward on
the installation of a new kayak access at our Riverview
Wildlife Area. This kayak access will be a rock-surfaced
ramp which will allow the public to launch on the

Des Moines River. The additional location will be
installed at the half-way point between our Lammers
Landing (Graettinger) and the 320" Street bridge; each
half being roughly a 2.5-mile float. PACCB staff will
start this project in late summer while the river is low
and dry conditions are expected.

Future site of kayak access-Riverview Wildlife Area

Emerald Ash Borer “EAB”
Emerald Ash Borer is not a new topic in lowa. In fact, it

was first discovered in lowa in 2010. This small,
metallic-green pest is native to Asia but was first
documented in Michigan in 2002. Most of lowa’s
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ninety-nine counties have recorded seeing this insect in
their part of the state. However, Palo Alto County is
holding on as one of the last counties to officially register
any sightings of the EAB.

Just because it has not been reported in the county
doesn’t mean EAB isn’t already here. After the invasive
insect has infested a tree, it usually takes a few years for
the tree to show signs of being diseased. Because of this,
the documentation is difficult and delayed. The insect is
only about the size of a grain of rice; many people
compare it to the size of Lincoln’s head on a penny.

The primary damage results from larval feeding on the
cambium layer of the tree, just under the bark. The
insect cuts the phloem and xylem vessels which disrupts
the flow of water and nutrients in the tree, causing the
tree canopy to thin and the branches to die. You may
notice the first signs of the tree being stressed by
observing the upper or outer canopy. These initial signs
will begin to show about two to four years after the tree
has been infected. Epicormic branching (suckers) form
low on the trunk and may even occur on the major
branches. There is often noticeable flecking of bark by
woodpeckers feeding on the larvae.

EAB only infests trees such as green or white ash and the
only way to save these trees is to do an application of
chemical insecticide before they become infested. The
application is only viable for 1-2 years depending on the
kind of insecticide, making multiple applications
potentially expensive if you wish to save a large number
of trees. So far, there has been no natural resistance to
the insect infestation found in the ash trees; eventually,
they will all die.

So, when this insect enters our county and the damage is

officially recorded,
please consider
selecting multiple tree
species to replace what
will be lost. Diversity is
always a great choice,
especially when we
must think about future
forest pest problems.
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NATURALIST’S PROGRAM NEWS By KAITLIN ANDERSON

Although the transition from summer to fall and then to
the long winter is not everyone’s favorite time of the
year, it does bring a shift of programs to Palo Alto
County. We kicked off the school year with an average
of 15 classroom visits a month. Some schools request
monthly visits while others ask for programs when they
have a particular topic in mind. Either way, it builds a
great connection with nature and children in the

county. Along with programs in the schools, fall and
winter are busy with stops at daycares, care centers, and

libraries.

Ice Fishing During Cabin Fever Weekend

It is also important that there are plenty of public
programs for residents of Palo Alto County to enjoy. As
the Naturalist, | try to offer a variety of outdoor and
nature-themed programs. Something new we tried this
year was Christmas wreath making. | was able to forage
cedar for guests to use and then decorations were
placed on the wreaths. The class filled up quickly and
seems like something we will offer again next year.

The Junior Naturalist program began in the fall. We have
a younger group this year but they are outdoor
enthusiasts and | look forward to watching them grow as
they continue through the years in the program. The
Junior Naturalists program is for kids in 4™, 5" and 6™
grades. We meet one Saturday a month through the
school year and spend a morning learning or perfecting a
new outdoor skill.

Spring/Summer 2023

Classroom visit to talk about Wild Turkey

Fall and winter also included many of our annual events
such as the Dad’s Belgian Waffle Breakfast, Halloween
Hike, Christmas open house, Cocoa Picasso, Cabin Fever
Weekend, and Outdoor Women’s Day. We had great
turnouts for all of these events and look forward to

continuing them for years to come.

Class members show off their Christmas wreaths.

Now we can start thinking about the warm days ahead!
We have many great programs lined up for the spring
and summer. A couple new events include a beginner’s
archery class for adults taking place in April. We also
have added a couple hikes to showcase our wildlife

NATURALIST’'S PROGRAM NEWS CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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UpPcoMING EVENTS

Beginner’s Adult Archery
April 15 Saturday 1:00 pm

Interested in trying out archery but are unsure how to begin?
Join us for a mini lesson and some target practice. We will
provide all equipment needed. This program is for ages 18+.
Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866.

Meet at the north shelter house on top of the hill in

Lost Island-Huston Park.

Dutch Oven Cooking
June 22 Thursday 6:00 pm

Meet at the Lost Island Nature Center. Learn about this
unique cooking technique and enjoy a tasty meal as you
practice a couple of recipes. Pre-registration is required by
calling 712-837-4866.

Wings and Wetlands

May 13 Saturday 1:00 to 4:00 pm

Ages 6 and up. Join Ducks Unlimited for a day of hands-on
activities learning about wildlife around the wetlands.
Pre-registration is required no later than May 4th by calling
712-837-4866.

Paddleboarding at Lost Island Lake

June 30 Friday 5:00 pm-6:30 pm

We will bring the paddleboards to Lost Island beach for all to
enjoy. If new to paddleboarding, we will help get you started
and teach you how it’s done! This is a come and go event and
best suited for ages 12 and up.

Bird Hike

May 14 Sunday 7:30 am

Great for all ages. Walk the trails and learn about the spring
migration with a focus on warblers. Binoculars are provided or
feel free to bring your own.

Meet at the Lost Island Nature Center.

Bike Ride around Lost Island Lake

July 7 Friday 4:30 pm

Meet at the Lost Island Nature Center for a leisurely ride
around Lost Island Lake. We will make frequent stops to enjoy
the sites and sounds. Ride is approximately six miles.

Kids’ Fishing Derby

June 10 Saturday 9:00 am

Ages 15 and under. Registration begins at 9:00am at the
Nature Center. Kids will go out to a spot of their choice on Lost
Island Lake and must return to the NC at 10:30am with their
catch. Prizes will be given for biggest fish. A casting contest will
also take place beginning at 10:30am in front of the NC.

Live Animal Meet and Greet
July 8 Saturday 10:00 am -12:00 pm

This is a come and go event to learn more about the animals
we have at the Nature Center. Guests will be able to hold and
pet some of the critters.

Little Explorers
June 13 Tuesday 10:00am-11:00am

For kids ages 3-5. Bring your little nature lover out to the
Nature Center for hands-on lessons on a nature topic!
Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866

Little Explorers
July 11 Tuesday 10:00am-11:00am

For kids ages 3-5. Bring your little nature lover out to the
Nature Center for hands-on lessons on a nature topic!
Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866

Kayaking at Five Island Lake
June 15 Thursday 5:00 pm

Meet at Soper Park in Emmetsburg. Bring your own kayak or
use one of ours!
Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866.

Huston Prairie Hike

July 11 Tuesday 6:00 pm

Come out during the peak bloom season of Huston Prairie,
right next to Lost Island-Huston Park. We will walk the trails
and learn about the plants you find on lowa prairies. Meet at
the Lost Island Nature Center. Pre-registration is required by
calling 712-837-4866

Hike at Basswood Recreational Area
June 20 Tuesday 6:00 pm

Meet at the entrance to Basswood on Hwy 18, west of
Emmetsburg. We will then hike the trails and explore the
wooded habitat of one of the many wildlife areas in Palo Alto
County. Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866.

Kayaking at Silver Lake
July 13 Thursday 5:00 pm

Meet at Salton Park in Emmetsburg. Bring your own kayak or
use one of ours! Pre-registration is required by calling
712-837-4866

Spring/Summer 2023
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MORE UpPcoMING EVENTS

July 18/19 Tuesday/Wednesday 10:00 am-12:00 pm areas and a longer summer camp for older kids. Along

For kids going into 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grades. Come out to the with some great summer public programs, | will continue

Lost Island Nature Center and spend a morning learning new . . .
i i i i visiting libraries, daycares, and care centers throughout
skills and having plenty of fun outdoors! More information to

the summer. With the new seasons coming, we look
come. Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866. g

forward to having many of you come out to visit the

Summer Camp for grades K-1st Lost Island Nature Center, whether for a program, event,
July 20/21 Thursday/Friday 10:00 am-12:00 pm

For kids going into kindergarten and 1st grades. Come out to

the Lost Island Nature Center for a morning of exploring,
games, crafts, and making new friends! More information to
come. Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866.

Dipnetting at the Marsh

July 22 Saturday 10:00 am-12:00 pm
This is a come and go event. Kids can use our nets to explore
the many creatures found in a marsh. We will have specimen
cups for collection and magnifying glasses for kids to have a
closer look! Meet at the marsh in Lost Island-Huston Park.

Summer Camp for grades 5th-8th

July 25/26 Tuesday/Wednesday 9:00 am-12:00 pm
For kids going into 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grades. Come out to
the Lost Island Nature Center to learn a variety of skills,
ranging from archery to fire making. This will be a very s | il v : N e
Pheasants Forever Yout n
the first Junior Naturalist program

hands-on outdoor learning experience. More information to
come. Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866.

Kayaking at Lost Island Lake
August 11 Friday 6:30 am

Paddieboarding at Lost Island Lake

July 28 Friday 5:00 pm-6:30 pm Join us for a morning excursion on Lost Island Lake! Wake up
We will bring the paddleboards to Lost Island beach for all to with nature and enjoy the sunrise. We will meet you at Lost
enjoy. If new to paddleboarding, we will help get you started Island Nature Center. Pre-registration is required by calling
and teach you how it’s done! This is a come and go event and 712-837-4366.

best suited for ages 12 and up. Movie Night under the Stars

August 19 Saturday 9:00 pm

Little Explorers Enjoy a night at the movies outdoors on the lawn of the Lost
August 1 Tuesday 10:00 am-11:00 am Island Nature Center. This event is great for all ages and will
For kids ages 3-5. Bring your little nature lover out to the feature a family friendly movie. The fire will also be going for
Nature Center for hands-on lessons on a nature topic! s’mores. Bring your own chairs and blankets! Pre-registration is
Pre-registration is required by calling 712-837-4866 required by calling 712-837-4866.

Nocturnal Hike
August 5 Saturday 9:00 pm

Meet at the Lost Island Nature Center and then venture out to Looking for shutterbugs! Have you participated
the trails in the dark to learn about the adaptations of animals

in our annual Photo Contest yet?
found during an lowa night. Pre-registration is required by

See the back page for more information!
calling 712-837-4866
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OUR SUPPORTERS

The Conservation Foundation Board would like to thank everyone for their contribution. You have allowed us to continue providing
experiences for our youth, civic groups, and the general public. Your gift helps to provide education, conservation and recreation
programs which allows us to be the best we can be. Thank you again for your generous contribution.

DONATIONS BRICKS MEMORIALS
David Cole Rebekah Broadie Rose Mary Rustan
Melissa Studer In Memory of David F Broadie In Memory of Robert Finnegan
Second Image Boutique Jack Skinner Gwen Hoekstra
DonRay & Debbie Sundall Jack & Cherie Skinner/Love our Lake In Memory of Dixie Kanago
Pat & Kathy Mehan Teresa Reiter & family . Jane Hoyman - _
In Memory of Stanley E Sherrill In Memory of Lisa Hovinga,
Leo M i
eo Mundus Terry & Debbie Finnegan Bet;y N.clalrland, Kmrl\ Ho:rr,]an,
Duane & Kim Hoffman In Memory of Bob & Ellie Finnegan Ruth Miller, Mary “Kathie” Moran
Mary Jo Greene Connie Reinert :)a;\’/le & Cath:\\/l\'lf'lté K
. . TUCKERS Abby & Brian n Memory of Vicki Dykstra
Sherri & David Post .
Alan & Lucas Nancy Cozine

Hughes, Brennan & Wirtz In Memory of family & friends

Justin M Reinert
Diane & Robert Weiland Ryan O’Hara Robert Sewell

Ann Nelson In Memory of parents (picnic table)

Maureen & Joel Horsley

Terry & Trudi Snavel
y y In Memory of Jack, Mike, & friends

JIMGLO, Inc.
Marcie & ‘Doc’ Frevert
0 In Memory of Don Flint

Maureen & Joel Horsley and

Marcie & ‘Doc’ Frevert

In Memory of Dan O’Brien,

Nancy Hunsaker, Kyle Rierson,

David Nixon, Mary Payton,

Cathy Doidge, Bill Ortman, Jim Miller

Support Conserva- tion and Environmental Education in
Palo Alto County by
My contribution to the Conservation Foundation: My contribution to the Endowment Fund:
$25 $50 $100 $250 $25 $50 $100 $250
$500 $1,000 Other: $ $500 $1,000 Other $

Send your donation payable to: The Endowment Fund allows you to receive the maximum tax

Palo Alto Conservation Foundation deduction and the Endow lowa 25% State Tax Credit may
PO Box 417, Ruthven, 1A 51358 apply. Example:

Your donation is tax deductible. Donations of $1,000 or

Cash gift $1,000 $10,000 $100,000

more will be recognized on the plaque in our classroom.

Endow lowa Tax Credit (25%) | ($250) (52,500) ($25,000)

Name

Federal Tax Savings* ($277.50) |($2,770) ($27,750)
Address
City/State/Zip Net cost of gift $472.50 $4,725 $47,250
Phone Email * Based on an individual or married couples in the 37% federal tax bracket.
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Palo Alto County Conservation Board
PO Box 417

Ruthven, IA 51358

712-837-4866

Address Service Requested

Our programs and facilities are consistent
with pertinent federal and state laws and
regulations on non-discrimination regarding
race, color, national origin, sex, age, and
handicap.

Stamp Here

Postal Patron Local

Photo Contest

Submit an 8x10 photo with a nature related theme

(landscape, wildlife, plants) taken in Palo Alto County between

October 1st, 2022-October 1st, 2023 to the Lost Island Nature Center by
October 6, 2023. Judging will take place by guests at the annual

Dad’s Belgian Waffle Fundraiser on
October 15, 2023.

Visit our website or call
712-837-4866 for a list of full
contest rules and submission
requirements.

The top twelve photos submitted in
2022 were used in a 2023 calendar.
Maybe your photo will

be featured in the year 2024!

Note: this year we will be limiting
the number of submissions to two

per person. Thank you.
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Palo Alto County
Conservation Board
Email: paccb@ruthventel.com
Website: www.paloaltoccb.org

Conservation Board Members
Jeff Reichter, Emmetsburg
Sam Henkelvig, Emmetsburg
Tim Murphy, Ruthven
Ron Brown, West Bend
Kyle Auten, Emmetsburg

Foundation Board Members
SueAnn Deitering, Emmetsburg
Brian Malm, Emmetsburg
Pat Molitor, Ruthven
Julie Nelson, Ruthven
Maureen Reeves-Horsley,
Ruthven
Audrey Peton, Graettinger
Heidi Knapp, West Bend

Conservation Board Staff
Rob Allen, Executive Director
Kaitlin Anderson, Naturalist
Blake Jesse, Operations Supervisor
Brody Kreig, Park Ranger
Shannon Pascual, Office Manager
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