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Thank You! Palo Alto County Gaming Development Corporation
The Palo Alto County Conservation Board was successful in
receiving a grant to renovate the clubhouse at Sportsman
Recreation Area. “We are excited to receive the funding for the
Sportsman’s clubhouse project. We appreciate the county support
and commitment from the Palo Alto County Gaming Development
Corporation.” stated Mary Barrick, Director.
Sportsman Recreation Area is one of the Board’s most popular
parks. The clubhouse was built in 1968 and consists of a meeting
room with an open shelter area with no restrooms or running
water. The renovation will include restrooms, running water, an
updated meeting room, along with an open shelter. This project will be a huge improvement to the park and is
much needed with the increase of visitors and Gun Club memberships, and is essential to meeting public
expectations. The grant award of $68,790 will go toward the total project amount of $91,720. The
County Conservation Board has secured $10,000 from the Palo Alto Gun Club, with the remaining funds of
$12,930 coming from other donors and the county budget.
A mini-grant was also awarded to purchase an outdoor Pegasus Instrument. This instrument will tie in with the
Marimba instrument that the Foundation Board purchased last year. The 10% matching funds will come from
the Conservation Foundation. The Conservation Board received a Arthur & Audrey Smith Foundation grant in
the amount of $4,000 to construct a patio for the free play music instruments. Mary Barrick commented,
“The Smith Foundation grant award is much appreciated and we are excited to get this project started. The
instruments will give children a chance to explore their creativity and imaginations with sound and the patio
area will be a nice addition to the park.”

The Five Island Trail (F.I.T.) received funding for Phase 6. The grant amount is $60,000 with the Five Island
Trail committee matching funds of $20,000. This will complete over 3 miles of trail along Five Island Lake.
Steve Hoyman, Chairman of F.I.T. stated, “We are very thankful and appreciative to the Gaming Corporation.
Trails provide a valuable amenity to the community. A well-planned trail system not only benefits local users,
it also appeals to tourists and increases the positive awareness of Palo Alto County, Emmetsburg, and
Five Island Lake.”
The Lost Island Protective Association (L.I.P.A.) was successful in obtaining a grant in the amount of $73,500
for the Lost Island Trail. L.I.P.A. has committed the matching funds of $24,500. This phase of the trail will
continue behind the Redwood Resort and connect to Electric Park. Gary Small, Chairman of L.I.P.A.
comments, “Thanks to the hard work and concerted efforts of a vast number of individuals and organizations
including the PACGDC, the Lost Island Trail will have approximately 1.7 miles of finished trail.”
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Notes from the Director
Mary Barrick

Spring has arrived and with that we think of warm sunshine, flowers blooming,
trees budding, and migration. The morning time music is carried out by the birds,
along with the Wood Ducks, Scaups, Buffleheads and flocks of Snowgeese that
have arrived on the water, and the frogs taking up their call at dusk. We can’t forget the first rain with a smell of wetness and damp dirt, as we take in a breath of
fresh air.

The County Conservation Board staff is gearing up for a busy season at the
campground. Last year, the campground did not open until August 1st due to the campground renovation.
The layout of the campground had a lot of wasted space due to the road which was moved in order to make
better use of the area. The campground renovation provides larger and more convenient campsite with leveled,
crushed concrete pads, water hook-ups, and angled sites. Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative converted the
overhead electrical lines to underground and provided electrical service to the campsites. Lost Island-Huston
Park is a beautiful place for campers to enjoy a variety of outdoor activities like walking, picnicking, and bird
viewing with easy access to the lake for fishing, swimming, and kayaking. The fish cleaning station is another
great amenity and asset to the park. We are looking forward to a busy summer at the campground.
The three stairway lake accesses by the nature center
were replaced last year, along with stone masonry walls.
The steps and masonry walls were built by prisoners from
the State Penitentiary at Fort Madison in 1925. The new
wall was built with rocks found in the area and from a
collection consisting of a wide range like geodes, lava,
vermiculite, sandstone, magnetite, fossils, granite,
and quartz.
Last year, the County Conservation Board received a
Water Recreation Access grant for a dock by the picnic
shelter (south of the nature center). This state grant is
subsidized from moneys derived from the excise tax on the sale of motor fuel used in watercraft. The
Water Quality Team contributed the 25% matching funds. A big thank you for their support to the County
Conservation Board and community.

The County Conservation Board received another Water Recreation Access grant for boat ramp repairs at
River Runner and Mulroney Recreation Area. Mulroney’s boat ramp has a lot of soil erosion going into the
river from the sides of the boat ramp. The side banks will be tapered off (re-sloped and re-shaped), seeded, and
rip rap will be placed to prevent further erosion. The boat ramp at River Runner will have rip rap placed on the
sides to prevent the water from undercutting the ramp. Both areas are heavily used by fisherman and this
project will insure the longevity of the boat ramps.
Depending on the weather and window of time, prescribed burn plans have been written for roughly 300 acres.
We hope to burn wildlife areas at Whitetail Flats, Glacial Ridge, Telford Prairie, Basswood Recreation Area,
Sportsmans Recreation Area, and the woodlands at Huston Park. Watch for us during the month of April.
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The County Conservation Board applied for native seed from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service for the 40 acre area
at Kettlehole Prairie. The application has been approved and seeding will be done in the Fall of this year.
This past winter we have been busy with timber stand improvement at Huston Park. Timber stand improvement
is a process to improve the condition, stamina, and overall health of the wooded area. The Palo Alto County
Conservation Board staff is improving wildlife habitat for the widest range of bird and animal species at
Huston Park and maintaining as much plant variety in our woodland as possible.
We have been working on the removal of invasive brush species, such as buckthorn and honeysuckle.
Honeysuckle “leafs out” early in the spring and remains late into fall, giving it a competitive advantage over
native plants. It forms a thick under-story that limits sunlight to native plants; choking out wildflowers and young
trees on the forest floor. These invasive species have formed a canopy throughout the woodland, shading out any
possibility of having an understory, and shading out young red and white oak seedlings. Invasive species spread
rapidly and have outgrown and out competed the native plants.
Huston Prairie can be an excellent wildlife habitat area for a variety of
birds and animals if there is a mixture of over story tree species and
under story vegetation. With the Emerald Ash Borer threat in the near
future, honeysuckle and buckthorn species will grow more rapidly and
continue to establish its thick canopy crown. The honeysuckle and
buckthorn competes with other plants for moisture and nutrients from
the soil, resulting in less seed production for native species and a poor
fed woodland.
Timber stand improvement during the next several years will help
promote oak regeneration. Healthy, large, mature trees will replenish the nut and acorn production. Large oaks,
and other long lived trees will be used as roosts and perches by wild turkeys, songbirds, and hawks.
Another method that will be used to re-establish oak seedlings will be to use gap openings and planting oak
seedlings. Gap openings means taking down some undesirable trees (boxelder, mulberry, and ash trees) in a small
area, and producing a gap for sunlight.
There are areas of elderberry, gooseberry, and other native bushes in the woodlands that provide a good cover for
ground nesting, hiding, and raising young, improving habitat for deer, turkeys and squirrels. Small trees and
shrubs are also good for wildlife food and cover. There will be some brush piles from woody debris. We are
leaving dead wood on the ground floor for chipmunks, snakes, salamanders, insects & etc. Brush piles, cavity
and den trees are also important for the wildlife, especially birds.
We have tried to put fire through the timber for the past two seasons with no luck due to the overgrown brush.
Prescribed fire will be a management practice that we will continue to use. This will ‘wake up’ the understory
of the woodland. Most of the prescribed fires will occur during the spring.
Once undesirable trees, honeysuckle and buckthorn are removed, the remaining trees will be able to thrive. The
ground will be exposed to sunlight and come alive with new forbs and grasses, not seen under a closed canopy.
The understory will be re-established and produce cover for wildlife. The oak trees and shrubs will thrive and
food production will be plentiful. To see the results will take time and patience!
I hope you find time this spring to visit a park or wildlife area!
NOTICE: We will continue to send a Spr ing and Fall newsletter by postal mail. Keep up to date with cur r ent
projects and activities at the Conservation Board and Nature Center by sending us your email address to:
paccb@ruthventel.com (email updates will be sent approximately every six weeks).
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Programs are sponsored by the Palo Alto County Conservation Board. All programs are held at the
Lost Island Nature Center unless noted otherwise. Please call 712-837-4866 for programs that require registration.

Upcoming Programs
April
24

Iowa Butterflies - How to Attract and Identify
7:00 p.m. Guest speaker Nathan Brockman from the Butterfly House at
Reiman Gardens in Ames.

May
13-14

Wings & Wetlands Weekend
Saturday, 1:00 p.m. Ducks Unlimited Gr eenwings pr ogr ams and guest
speaker Katie Struss with LIVE Barred Owl and Red-tailed Hawk. Call to register.
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. Bir d Hike with Lee Schoenewe.

20

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Program
1:00 p.m. Recycling games and activities will be held at the campground.

June
2

Canoeing
9:00 a.m. Lost Island Lake. Call 712-837-4866 reserve a canoe.

3

Fishing Derby
9:00 am - Noon. Free fishing weekend. Mini sessions, fishing contest for kids.
Fishing starts at 9 a.m. Bring your fish to the nature center at 10:30 a.m.

5

Nature Walk
9:00 a.m. Watson Heritage Area, SW of Emmetsburg.

9

Canoeing, 9:00 a.m. Silver Lake west of Ayr shir e. Meet at Salton Par k.
Call 712-837-4866 to reserve a canoe.

10

Stories in Stone
1:00 p.m. Lost Island Nature Center, Guest presenters from Sanford Museum.
Try your hand at flint knapping, visit the tipi, and complete a pottery puzzle.

16

Canoeing, 9:00 a.m. Lost Island Lake. Call 712-837-4866 reserve a canoe.

23

Canoeing, 9:00 a.m. Five Island Lake, Emmetsbur g. Meet at Gappa Point
(east side of lake on Huron Street). Call 712-837-4866 reserve a canoe.

30

Canoeing, 9:00 a.m. Silver Lake west of Ayr shir e. Meet at Salton Par k.
Call 712-837-4866 to reserve a canoe.

July
7

Bike Ride Around Lost Island Lake, 9:00 a.m. Meet at the Natur e Center .

17

Nature Walk, 9:00 a.m. Telfor d Pr air ie. Meet at the cor ner of 400th Str eet
and 400th Avenue, northwest of Ayrshire.

21

Bike Ride Around Lost Island Lake, 9:00 a.m. Meet at the Natur e Center .
Check our website for updates, additions, or changes at www.paloaltoccb.org

Nature Center
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Annual Direct Ask Mailing

Memorials

A huge THANK YOU to everyone that gave to the Conservation
Foundation direct ask. We have accomplished a great deal and
could not do it without the generosity of community members like
you. The Nature Center operates using funds from donations,
memorials, and grants. With your generosity we are able to
provide education programs, annual events, and nature center
projects. This allows the foundation to continue efforts to
promote conservation, education, and recreation. More
importantly, when you make a donation to the Nature Center,
you are investing in the future of our youngest citizens.

Bob & Nancy Cozine
In memory of Deryll Brodersen,
In memory of Barbara Berkland,
In memory of Lucille Curry,
In memory of Hugh Neary,
In memory of Dean McGranahan,
In memory of Dr. Neil Chapman

Phil Andreasen
Helen Augustine
Robert & Kay Banwart
Lee & Angie Beam
Berkland & Brown Law Office
Gwen Carmichael
David Cole
Mary Jo & Willis Cole
Bob & Nancy Drum
Agnes Elsenbast
Roger & Sue Faulstick
Karl & Denise Fehr
Mary Jane Fischer
Darrell Frerichs
Brian & Cheryl Garrels
Gary Grange
Mary Jo Greene
Jerry & Elaine Holland
Joe & Maureen Horsley
Steve & Jane Hoyman
Gary & Marilyn Hughes
Hughes, Brennan & Wirtz Ins.
Iowa Trust & Savings Bank
Darold & Diane Jamtgaard
Senator David Johnson
Ken & Janice Kassel
James & Pennie Klepper
Ron & Sandy Kropf
Ivan & Pat Lauck
Monty Leu

Rosemary Matthews
John & Peg McNally
Donald & Judy Miller
Leo Mundus
Tammy Naig
Lois Neighbors
David & Julie Nelson
Beverly Norland
Lloyd Petersen
Robert & Audrey Peton
Walter & Tricia Reichert
Charles & Ursula Roberts
Valeria Rupp
Ruthven Meat Processing
Ed Schettler
Lee & Nancy Schoenewe
Jane Shuttleworth
Ron & Susan Sikora
Gary & Bronwyn Small
John Spies
Jim & Jane Stevens
Robert & Lynn Swan
Richard Swanson
Myram Tunnicliff
Jerolyn Wenell
Elsie Wichman
Wendell Willrett
Fred Wirtz
Keith Wirtz
Dave & Cathy Wyatt

Recent donations have gone toward:
Additions to the wetland diorama, field trips, public programs,
guest speakers, Wings & Wetlands event, rock stairway,
prairie root display, playground equipment,
and a marimba instrument.

Jim & Sharon Neighbors
In memory of Donna Kunz,
In Honor of Bill & Sharon Whiting’s
60th Wedding Anniversay
Gene & Della Twait
In memory of Keith Harnden
Keith and Loretta Greiner
In memory of Marcia Bigger Bjornstad,
In memory of Loren Greiner
Jack Kibbie Family
In memory of Jackie Kibbie
William & Marcella Frevert
In memory of Philip Stillman,
In memory of Ina Mae Voigt,
In memory of Loren Greiner
Joel & Maureen Horsley
In memory of Jack Lowe,
In memory of Jackie Kibbie,
In memory of Deryll Brodersen,
In memory of Donna Kunz,
In memory of Omer Ruiz,
In memory of Sheldon Merrill,
In memory of Nancy Freeman
Larry & Rose Mary Rustan
In memory of Dale Swanson,
In memory of Eileen Herbers,
In memory of Deryll Brodersen,
In memory of Dave Jacobson,
In memory of Jackie Kibbie
Ann Stillman
In memory of Philip Stillman
Glenys Duis
In memory of Ruth Hovinga
Bill & Ginger Grange
In memory of Dr. Neil Chapman,
In memory of Maxine Amborn
Donna Garrelts
In memory of Aloysius Schuller
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Thank You - Joyce Funeral Home
The lake access west of the nature center recently
was updated with a new stairway and rock wall.
Andy Joyce with Joyce Funeral Home donated a
concrete table that was placed on the rock wall patio
for visitors to enjoy the memorial brick patio,
the lake view and nature.

Our programs and facilities are consistent with pertinent federal
and state laws and regulations on non-discrimination regarding
race, color, national origin, sex, age and handicap.

Palo Alto County Conservation Board
Email: paccb@ruthventel.com
Website: www.paloaltoccb.org
Conservation Board Members

Rhonda Helm, Ayrshire
Sam Henkelvig, Emmetsburg
Mike Reynolds, Ruthven
Karen Spies, Graettinger
Tony Streit, West Bend
Foundation Board Members

Phil Andreasen, Emmetsburg
Jay Bargman, West Bend
Jim Carpenter, Emmetsburg
Julie Nelson, Ruthven
Shana Herke, Graettinger
Maureen Horsley, Emmetsburg
Conservation Board Staff

This is a nice addition to Huston Park.
Thank you Andy!

Mary Barrick, Director
Rob Allen, Operations Supervisor
Jeremy Wickman, Park Ranger
Miriam Patton, Naturalist
Macey Newhouse, Administrative Assistant

